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KING of Balfora had ani only ſoh ; 
but being ſo unfortunate as to poſleſs a 
worthleſs queen, turned all his ſtudy to the. 
nieans that might ſecitte his ſon a better fortune 
in the article of marriage. In the ſequel of 
this ſtoty; we ſhall find thoſe means detailed, 
and learn how they ſucceeded; | : 
From the age of ten, or thereabouts, his 
thoughts began to turn to this great point, If 
heaven, ſaid he; thinks fit to ſpare me, till my 
Ton arrives to years of nianhood, I cañ give 
him thoſe inſtructions I think needful to pro- 
cure a virtuous wife ; but leſt I ſhould be taken 
from him in his Err when — 1 
+ W 


5 2 


| | | WS, 
4J.ñ§ĩx?;é0 
of the kind I ſhould be glad to give him would 
be loſt, I will ſo order matters as to have my 
repreſentatives ſpeak to him in my name, when 
I am in the tomb. = Eo wt 
The king, in conſequence of this determi- 
nation, entered into ſuch  preparatives as he 
ſuppoſed were neceſſary, and ſoon after died. 
His will was opened, which directed that his_ 
ſon Alaſnam, after having gained the age of 
eighteen years, ſhould take poſſeſſion of his 
} riches, which were all contained in ſpacious 
N vaults beneath the palace: but thefe vaults, 
=_— the will directed, were not to be opened till 
„that time, on peril of the treaſure being alie- 
= - nated from him. i | 
We may very eaſily ſuppoſe, Alaſnam was 
impatient for the day that ſhould inveſt him 
with the full polleſtion of his father's riches. 
It arrived at laſt: the vaults were opened, and 
found full of wealth. F 
But what was more than all the reſt, Alaſ- 
nam ſaw, in one apartment of the vaults, nine 
pedeſtals of maſſy gold; on eight of which, 
there were as many ſtatues made of adamant. 
Oh, heavens; cried out Alaſnam, utterly 
ſurpriſed, —where could my father find ſuch 
_ rarities ? However, the ninth pedeſtal redou- 
| bled his amazement; being covered with a 
piece of ſattin, upen which were writ theſe 
words: © Dear .ſon, it coſt your father much 
to get theſe ſtatues; but, however beautiful 
they are, you are to underſtand there 1s a ninth. 
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HE FAIR EX. g 


| Exiſting ſomewhere in the world, ſu aſſing all 


the eiglit. If you defire to have it, ſet out in- 
ſtantly for Cairo, in the land of Egy - One 
who was a ſlave of mine, called Morabec, lives 
there. Inquire his houſe, when you are got - 
to Cairo; and inform him who you are, ind 
on what purpoſe you are come; when he will 
put you on the rheans of getting that ſurpriſing 


ſtatue: and in riches you will then exceed the 


gteateſt potentate on earth,” 
Alaſnain, having fixed upon a regency to 
overn in his abſence, inſtantly ſet out for 


Cairo. Nothing worth relating happened to 


him on the way : but when he was arrived, he 
ſought out the abode of Morabec, The people 


| told him, Morabec- ſurpaſſed in wealth, the 


richeſt lords in Cairo, and kept open houſe for 
ſiich as would partake of of his abundance. 
Morabec, it 18 not difficult to gueſs, Expected 
ſoon to ſee Alaſnam : he pretended ignorance, 
however; and when firſt he ſaw him, aſked 


re who he was, and on what buſineſs 


e had come to Cairo? All theſe queſtions put 
by Morabec, Alaſnam anſwered with remarkable 


| Preciſion, and informed him of the ſtatue he vas : 


come in queſt of. 55 | 
Morabec ſeemed all. at once convinced, Alaſ- 

nam was the king he gave himſelf out for, and 

ſaid, he bleſſed the prophet for thus bringing 

his late maſter's ſon into his fight, Your fa- 

ther, my dear prince, ſaid he, originally bought 

me for a price; but never made me free; of 
| e courſe, 


— 1 ee. 
— ——— 


* 


** 


a 

pl - — - * 

*** = at ti 22 *. 
c 


N G 
[| 


6 A COMPLIMENT , 7 


courſe, I am even {till a ſlave; and every thing 
I have, belongs to you, I make you free, re- 
plied Alaſnam, from this moment, and renounce 
all right to your poſſeſſions and your perſon. 

Morabec informed the monarch of Balſora, he 


would do his utmoſt to procure him that ninth 


ſtatue he was come in queſt of; but adviſed 


him, after ſuch a journey, for a month, or ſo, 
to reſt, However, on the day W his 


arrival, Morabec, ſaid he, IJ have had reſt 
enough. I came not here for pleaſure, but to 
get the ſtatue. It is time you ſhould inſtruct me 
what I am to do. | ; 


' You ſhall obtain your wiſh, ſaid Morabec; 


but, yet, you do not know how much fatigue , 


you muſt encounter, to obtain the precious 
prize. I am content, replied Alaſnam, to en- 
counter it. Whatever happens to us in this 
ſtate of being, is by God's direction. Do but 
tell me what J am to do. gg 2 2 
Why, then, ſaid Morabec, you muſt atteſt 
whatever you yourſelf think ſacred, and ſwear | 
to me that from hence you will ſet out, re- 


turning to your own dominions, and when... 


once you gain the confines of it, enter on the 
ſearch of what I am in want of; for what pur- 


| pole, I need not inform you; namely, a young. 


girl, not more than fifteen years of age, of 
virtuous parents, who has neyer been in love 
with any man whatever. She muſt, likewiſe,” 
be a perfect beauty, and a native of ſome town, 
er village, in your kingdom. You muſt, _ | 

| ore, 


: 
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fore, make a circuit through your realm, to 


find out ſuch a maid; and on delivering her to 


me, if you can find out any. ſuch, you ſhall be 
put into poſſeſſion of the ſtatue ſhortly after, on 
this one condition farther, that whenever you 
{ucceed, and are upon the journey hither with 
your prize, you govern your own paſſions, ſo. 
as never to deſire the leaſt connections with her. 


If this laſt condition be not faithfully complied 


with, like the former, you will be excluded 
from poſſeſſing what you come in queſt of.— 
Judge, then, of the great fatigue attending ſuch 
a ſearch; and ſay, if the poſſeſſion of the ſta- 
tue has a charm to make you undertake it. | 

Prince Alaſnam was . proceeding to reply, 
when Morabec, to what he had already men- 
tioned, added theſe particulars ſtill 1 
Lou may think, perhaps, that though when 


you have found ſo rare a maiden, you ſhould 


entertain unlawful wiſhes for her, it will not 
be known ; on which I have to tell you, that 
by certain means, with which you will be fur- 
niſhed to diſcern what truth there is in the pro- 
feſſions of all thoſe that ſhall afſert they never 
were in love with any man whatever ; for, of 
this aſſeveration, you could never judge your- 
ſelf, thoſe means will, likewiſe, moſt infallibly 
point out if there be any thing fallacious in 


your conduct, in which caſe, the ſtatue could 
not poſſibly be yours. To what I have al- 


read mentioned, add this farther information, 


namely, that by way of reaſon for your — 
J | 0 
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of ſuch a virtuqus maiden, you muſt ſay, yoit 
mean to place her, as your wife, upon the 
throne. 5 | 3 
Alaſnam, who was glad to find he ſhould be 
furniſhed with ſuch means as Morabec alluded 
to, that inſtant took the oath preſcribed, and 
being eager to obtain poſſeſſion of the ſtatue, 
thought of nothing but the moment when he 
ſhould ſet out upon his ſearch. | -, 
Upon the morrow, Morabec conſenting to 
diſmiſs the prince, produced a looking glaſs, 
Here, take, ſaid Morabec, this mirror. You 
will meet with hundreds, in your ſearch, of an 


accompliſhed outward 3 and of that, your 


eye will be a certain judge; but for their 
thoughts theſe are not to be penetrated by the 
ſons of men. Whenever, therefore, you have ſeen 


a maiden, fifteen years of age, and quite accom- 


os with reſpect to beauty, you need only 
id her breathe upon the mirror; and provided 
ſhe be chaſte, her breath will not remain upon 


the ſurface of the glaſs; but if ſhe is not what 
ſhe makes profeſſion of, the glaſs will not be 


clean again, unleſs your hand be firſt of re lo | 
o- 


plied to wipe it.—All theſe documents of 


rabec, and the precautions he had taken, were 
in conſequence of that wiſe plan the former 
monarch of Balſora had beforehand laid, for 
the advantage of Alaſnam. 
Having, now, the looking glaſs in his poſ- 
ſeſſion, he took leave of Morabec, and ſtruck * 


into the road from Egypt to Balfora, meaning 


TO THE FAIR S... 


to begin his ſearch, when firſt he reached its 
confines; but a thought, as he was travelling, 
ſtruck him: Why, ſays he, ſhould I begin my 
ſearch at any petty village ? ſhall I not find 
beauteous maidens in abundance at my court, 
and in the capital of my dominions? To his 
capital, he then firſt came; and was received 
by all his people with the greateſt demonſtra- 
tions of affection. 1 ts os 
| His intention was to loſe no time, and there- 
fore, on the morrow after his arrival, he gave 
notice of the reſolution he had come, to, with 
reſpect to marriage. In the proclamation which 
he iſſued for that purpbſe, he invited every 
maid of fifteen years of age, if ſhe were born 
of virtuous parents, and had never been in 
love with any man whatever, to come forth; 
and out of theſe, he would ſelect a partner in 
his throne, and kingdom. e 
Multitudes, as we may eaſily ſuppoſe, in- 
veigled with the hopes of royalty, came for- 
ward, every one entitled to the honour ſhe, 
affected; but no ſooner did the king bring 
forth that looking glaſs, which was to be the 
fatal touchſtone of their virtue, than they 
ſhrunk, unanimouſly, from the trial, conſcious 
of their inability to ſtand it. „ 
Some degree of explanation, in this place, 
is neceſſary. Our young readers are not to 
imagine that the glaſs had any power, like that 
aſcribed thereto, by Morabec : ſuch things are 
proper inſtruments in ſtories meant to give us 
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nothing but the 4vonderful; but here to intro: 
duce them, would be much amiſs. It was 4 
a common glaſs: Alaſnam; notwithitanding;' 
thought it had that power ; as thoſe did, like- 
wiſe, upon whom he was to try its power: 
And if among them, there were. fome, who, 
loſt to every oſs of Thame, might have pre- 
ſumed to run the riſque, they were deterred 
from making ſuch a dangerous trial by the 
pains and penalties attendant on the crime of 
aiming, with a proftituted perſon, to become 
the conſort of an Eaſtern * -iner It was 
not, therefore, to be wondered at in any man- 
ner, that the king could not, in all the capital 
of his dominions; find a maid of fifteen years 
of age; who thought herſelf ſo pure, that 
ſhe could ſtand the trial neceſſary to be gone 
through, | | „ 
Upon this, Alaſnam viſited the inferior ci- 


ties in his kingdom; but in every one, the ſtate 


of morals were ſo utterly corrupt, and ſo much 
did they dread the monarch's vengeance, ſhould 
the glaſs diſcover their impurity, that, as to 
any thing Alaſnam could foreſee, it was not 
likely he ſhould ever come into poſſeſſion of the 
ſatue his whole heart was ſet on. | | 

But the prize he hoped for was of greater 


conſequence, than that he ſhould fotego it, for 


a little diſappointment : he perſiſted, therefore; 
and next; viſited the towns, proclaiming every 


and ; 2 
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| and would not let him ſee the criminal purſuit 


he was engaged in. 5 

Fortune favoured him as little in the towns, 
as in the cities ; ſo that nothing now remained 
for him to viſit, but the villages, of which he 
went through many, till arriving at. a little 
place called Muſmee, and deſpairing of ſue- 
ceſs, an Iman came to viſit him, one evening, 
at the caravanſera, or inn where he had taken 
up his lodgings; and from whence he had ſent 


eut intelligence of his deſign. 


Your majeſty, began the Iman, is in ſearch 


of what muſt be gonfeſſed a rarity ; and I ſhould 


fear your-ſearch would prove, even after all 
your labours, unſucceſsful, if I did not know a 
maiden of the character you ſpecify. Her fa- 
ther was no leſs than viſier of Balſora, in the 
former reign; but, for theſe ten years paſt, has 


| left the court, and leads a private life hard by, 
employed upon the education of his daughter. 


If your majeſty thinks fit, I will accompany 
you, on the morrow, to his houſe, I make no 
oubt, but he will be rejoiced to have a ſon-M- 
law of your exalted fituation. 8 
Not fo faſt, replied Alaſnam; I ſhall never 
think of ſaying I will marry her you recom- 
mend, before I know her,. As for what con- 
cerns her beauty, I can Teadily depend on 
your aſſurance; but what proof can you afford 
me of her virtue. What, pray, does your 
Majeſty expe&? returned the las: pen 
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commends ber ſex. She is 
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which, Alaſnam told him. of. his glaſs, and 
aſked if he imagined, ſhe would ſtand that teſt. 
The Iman ſaid, he did not doubt ſt; and 


they went next morning to the father, Who, 


as ſoon as he was made aequainted with his 
viſitor's true character and bufineſs, ordered 
Saada to come in, and bade her put her veil 
aſide. The monarch or Balſora never had ob- 


ſerved, before, a face and fig are of ſuch pow- 


erful beauty. He was utterly amazed, and 
pulling out his glaſs, acquainted Saada to what 


uſe he meant to put it, if hertelf had no objec- 


tion. She was fafe in conſcious innocence, and 
breathed upon the mirror, which, (like any 


other highly Komed d ſurface) inſtantly reco- 


vered its accuſtomed brightneſs. 

Seeing he was now poſſeſſor of a perſon 
ſuch as he had wiſhed for, he demanded her in 
marriage of her father, who, as any one may 
think, conſented; and the marriage was per- 
formed with all the gs 7 a any. village 

egan to 
be in love with Saada; therefore, though he 


ſet about his preparations for departing, a con- 


cern was viſible in every region of his counte- 
nance. The viſier, that accompanied his pro- 
greſs, ſaw it, and inquired the reaſon. Can 
es aſk me, ſaid Alaſnam : Is not ſhe, whom 1 
have married, very 435 in whatever re- 

: infomuch that 


'T am tempted to controul the views of Morabec, | 
and Place her on my throne, * Take heed, ha 
* t 


TO THE FAIR SEX. 23 


what you do, replied the viſier. Would you 


| m 

og loſe the ſtatue yau have done ſo much to gain.? 3 
rid That word, by ſtirring up Alaſnam's avarice, 
ho, fixed him; and remembering that the looking 
his glaſs would unavoidably betray © him, if he 
red vielded to his pafſions,—take. the greateſt care, 
-e3l ſaid he, you keep her from my fight. Perhaps 
ob- have already too much ſeen her. 

W Every preparation being now complete, Alaſ. 
ind nam and his ſuite ſet out for Cairo. Being 
hat there, and introduced to Morabec, the maid 
jee- who had performed the journey in a litter, and 
and had never ſeen the prince fince ſhe was married, 
any ſaid, Where are we? Is this houſe my huſband's 


palace? Madam, anſwered Morabec, tis time 
to undeceive you. Prince Alaſnam only wiſhed 
to get you from your father, as a preſent to our 
Sultan, who defires to have a virgin ſuch as 
you are, At theſe words, ſhe ſhed a flood of 
tears, which moved the prince, and Morabec. 
Take pity on me, were her words. I am a 
ſtranger, and to God you will be anſwerable 
for your trescher ß, 7 915 67 5; | 
Her tears, however, were of no effect: Alaſ- 
nam, it was plain, commiſerated what he 
thought her wretched ſituation. Morabec ſaw 


OA this with pleaſure, and addreſſed him to the 
m I ollowing purport: Prince, you have performed, | 
re- our promiſe, by thus bringing hither ſuch 
that a beautiful and virtuous virgin; in return for 
dec, Mrhich, the Sultan will prefers you with the 
ſir, Watue which you want. I will diſpatch a perſo 
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to Balſora for the pedeſtal: no other can be 
worthy of the ſtatue to be placed upon it; and 
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in nine days time, you may expect to ſee it in 
the upper chamber of my palace. Saada, upon 
this, was ſeparated from him, not without the | 
bittereſt complainings : and Alaſnam, during 


the nine days of expectation, could not keep | 


from thinking of her. I have taken you, faid | 


he, from an indulgent father, that a tyrant 
might poſſeſs you. Oh, incomparable beauty! 


you deſerved a better fate. „ ; 
The nine days interval at length elapſed, | 
when prince Alaſnam, quite impatient for a 
proſpect of the ſtatue, mounted to the upper 
room ; but what was his ſurpriſe, when, in the 
place of ſuch a ſtatue as he looked for, he be- 


held the beauteous virgin he had brought from 
Muſmee! Prince, beßan the maid, you are 
aſtoniſhed to behold me here, I make no doubt: 


but you expected ſomething much more pre- 
cious, and repent of having taken ſo much 
trouble to procure me. Madam, ſaid Alaſnam, 


heaven can bear me witneſs, that not once 


alone, but often, I was tempted to retract the 


path 1 had beforehand pledged to Morabec, and 


keep you to myſelf, However great the value 
of a ſtatue may be, is it worth the ſatisfaction 
of enjoying you? | I love my Saada, more than 
all the ſtatues in the world, 5 
Here Morabec intruded. Prince Alaſna 


this is the ninth ſtatue meant you by your fa- 
ther, who deviſed the means of getting her, 


1 by 


TO THE FAIR SEX. 1 

y ſuch a my as you have followed, ſome fe, 
ears before the time of his deceaſe. Live happy 

10 iith your wife; and if you would behold her 
ithful to you, love her always, and love none 
put her. Alaſnam, raviſhed with the beaus 
eous countenance and virtuous diſpoſition of 
ais Saada, conſummated that ſame day, the 
narriage; and proclaimed her fovertign of Bal- 


HREE CONSULTATIONS. | 


HE moral of the following piece is meant 
for thoſe who venture upon crimes, from 
kn idea that they ſhall not be detected. It would 
de a ſalutary thought, if every one of that de- 
cription would conſider, there are many ways 
dy which the actions of offenders may be 
nown. If they did fo, a multitude of wreteh- 
d yy would be dens che of knavery ; 
s Dr. Tillotſon expreſſes it.— This preface is 
uffeient. We proceed immediately upon the 
i 6 Da --+ *... "Pee F- .. 
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piece; of which, the ſcene is in the chambers 


of an honeſt lawyer of the Temple; who, re- 
turning from his morning exerciſe of walking 
in the gardens, calls out, Robert, Robert; 
wanting the attendance of his footman- 

Quilldrive, who the reader muſt imagine is 


the lawyer's clerk, comes in, and tells his maſ- 


ter, Robert was gone out; but offers his aſſiſ- 
tance to do any thing his maſter wanted. 

The LAWXIER. You are a good young 
man! In that caſe, I ſhall find you ſome em- 
ployment : but I know your diſpoſition. ' Can 
you, in the firſt place, therefore, let me have 
my ſhoes ? Fo | . 

QuiLLDRIVE., Yes, yes, ſir; here they are. 

The Lawyer, My coat and wig, too? 

QI pRIVYE. Here, too, they are. Ro- 
bert has put every thing in order for you. 

The LawyER (while he puts his things 
on.) In my abſence, has there any perſon 


called? 


QurLL DRIVE. Ves, ſir: that gentlewoman, 
— lives here hard by, — the widow. Mrs. 
The LawYER. She, in Fleet Street? Mrs. 
Burnett, do you mean? _ Es, 

QuiLLDRIVE. Yes, fir, the ſame; and 
after her, one Mr. Weſton. 3 

The Lawyer, Weſton ? Do I know him? 

QU1LLDRIVE. No, fir : they both mean to 
come again, in half an hour or ſo: and after 
them, one Baſil, from the country. 


rue 
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The Lawyzr. Oh, I had ſome informa- 
jon of his coming, EE | 

QuiLLDRIVE. He, too, faid he would be 
here again almoſt immediately. _ 

The Lawyer, Yes, yes, I know: he has 
deen ſelling hay, at market, and muſt make 
aſte home: he is my tenant's neighbour, Let 
me, therefore, finiſh drefling, with what haſte 


. can.—Bleſs me, how tired I am of laſt night's 
- tting up to make an end of thoſe abominable 


papers! - 
ene Laſt night, ſir, while you 
were buſy here, my uncle came to ſee me, and 
was talking much about your fitting up ſo 
late: he told me you would kill yourſelf. with 
vorking. 5 | 
The LawYER. Tis one's duty to be uſeful 
to the public. | 1 8 
UILLDRIVE. Yes, ſir; but you kill your- 
ſelf for nothing. Were I you, I would not do 
i ſtroke for any one, but ſuch as paid me hand- 
ſomely. 44 Ws 
The LawytR. But ſurely, Quilldrive, you 
would help the poor, were you in buſineſs, 
\ QUuIiLLDRIVeE. Yes, yes, that I would: but 
every day, and all day long too, we are peſtered 
with a ſhoal of people who ſham poverty, that 
you may do their work for nothing; and 1 
would not be their dupe. 5 
The LAw YER. A man can never be a dupe, 
while he does good, | 
QuIiLLDRIVE, N fir, may be true; 
+4 


but _ 
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but why not a& like other 12ers ö, ? | They, 


make all the money poſſible; no matter how; 


and never do as you do, when a gentleman 
would go to law, endeavour to make matters 
up. | 
The Lawyer. And why do they ancous 


rage thus, their clients to be quarrelſome ? 


QUILLDRIVE,| That * may: have more. 
buſineſs. | 

The Lawyer. And more money : but for 
my part, I have full enough. .- 

QTILLDRIVE. One cannot have too much. | 
One knows not what may happen. | 

The LAWVER. Rather, Quilldeive, fay 
one ought not to diſtruſt God's providence, _ 

Qu1LLDRIVE: Nor yet refuſe: the good 
things ſent us. Mr. Salkeld, underneath, is 
not like you, in that. | 

The LawvyER. And, therefore, he has dock 
a character. You muſt have heard the pro- 
verb: A good lawyer, a bad neighbour ? 

QUV1ILLDRIVE., Yes, fir, 

The LawyYEs. , And, why ſo, but 55 this 
reaſon : that ſuch lawyers fir up quarrels 
round about them. Well, then, ſuch for all 
tne world, is Salkeld. Does a lawyer pro- 

erly conſult his reputation, when, although 


it is his bulineſs to compoſe the feuds of indi- 


viduals, he excites them, for a little preſent 
gain, to greater animoſities ? Beſides, when 
ſuch as Baſil, of whoſe buſineſs I have had 


ſome intimation,— (A knock.) „ 
QUILL= 
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nnn Here he is, ſir. 


The LAw ER (callin 1 7 Coming: com- 


ing. (To. 2nilldrive) I will take my things 


into the other room, and put them on, while 


ou keep Baſil, here in converſation : you will 
find what ſort of man he 1s, when he has ſpoke 
two ſentences. 

QU1iLLDRIVE. He ſeemed a little ſimple. 

The LAw ER. Simple! you will find him 
| ſomewhat of the knave, Lfancy. He Will make 
| you ſmile, however. — You may open, now, 
| the door; and when my things are on, Ill 
came and haye a little converſation with him, 
OO, 

(The Lawyer goes into another room, and 

Duilldrive opens to a countryman.) | 

84511 (entering, with a. hare.) Good mor- 
row, once again. 

' QUILLDRIVE. The ſame to you. My 
maſter. is returned, and drefling in the other 
chamber: he will ſoon have finiſhed, _ | 

Bas L. TI am glad of that, as I would wiſh 
to be at home as ſoon as poſlible. Are you 
| his man? | 

Quv1LLDRIVE. T am his clerk. 


_ Basir., Yes, yes, I underſtand you: one 


that does his buſineſs for him. I am ſorry L* 
forgot, before, to aſk that queſtion: I might, 
then, have told you what I wanted. 

- QuitLpkIvE. Have you any lawſuit ? 


BASsII. No: but I ſhould like to have 


one; and your maſter is ſo good a man, that I 
| am 
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am ſure I ſhall ſucceed, if he adviſes me to co 
to law, no matter who it is I have to do with. 


QurLLDRIVE. Yes, you think him ſo, be- 
cauſe he never takes a farthing when you come 
to have advice. | 

Bas II. True, Mr. Clerk. I would have 
given him, however, once a fee; but he refuſed 
it, ſaying, Baſil, never offer me a penny of your 


money or the future. I was well acquainted 


with the honeſt man your father; therefore, 
you arewelcome to whatever counſel I can give 
hy rs not this quite hearty ? 

QUILLDRIV Es Doubtleſs. if | 

BasiL, What I want at preſent with him, 
is, to aſk if he would have me go to law with 
one that is a widow in our village, and has got 
a field next mine. 

Qv11.1DxIve. I know what he will tell 
you, friend: that you muſt have no quarrels 
with a widow, 

Bas IL. Dol pity widows more than other 
women ? Let her take a ſecond huſband ; and ſhe 
will not then remain a widow. | 

Qu1LLDRIVE. Right: but ſure it will not 
be an honeſt part in you, to take another's pro- 


. 
Bas 1. Nor will I. Juſtice, fir, ſhall give 


me what I have a mind to. 


QuILLDRIVE. But, in that caſe, juſtices 
would be abſolute injuſtice. 

BasIL» But who, pray, —— lawyers, 
Oe 
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give us out this juſtice? Cannot they do any 
thing they pleaſe? | | 

QUILLDRIVE. I dont know that. 

BasIL, Then, friend, you ſhould not ſpea 
a word upon the ſubject. To be ſhort, I want. 
your maſter, do you ſee, to give me ſuch ad- 
vice as I ſhould like, and I will give him his 


but if he ſhould give me ſuch advice as I dont 
like, then, look you, he ſhall have no hare: but 
There he comes, I think. 8 | : 
QU1LLDRIVE, Yes, he has finiſhed dreſſing. 
The LAw VER {entering.) Ah, my good 
friend, Baſil! You in town l. (To Zuilldrive, 
ho is going out) Stay here. 2 
BASII. . Yes truly, fir, I am; becauſe I 
have a matter of the greateſt conſequence in 
hand, and want your good advice. 
The LawyzR. In that caſe, you need only 
tell me what it is. You know how glad I am 
at any time to do you ſervice. 


to you, than any other lawyer. 
The Lawyzr, Well; what is it? tell me 
the affair as briefly as you can. 
Bas IL. You are to know, then, that ad- 
joining my great field, there is another field, 
belonging to the widow Dobbins, You have 
heard a deal of her, fir? | | „ 
The LAwWVER. Never] i @ © 
Bas L. Well, then, I have news to tell you. 
That malicious widow is the wretchedeſt old 


here hare, that I have brought on purpoſe: 


Bas IL. Tis on that account I rather comm 


e . 
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beldam in the world. She ſays I am removi 
every year, the land-marks that divide her fte 
from mine; and ſo incroaching on her right. 
And ſhe would have me plant a hedge, that 
there may. be no more diſputes between us for 
the time to come: but I will have no hedge, 
and mean to take the law of ſuch a' falſe old 
| hag, for what ſhe ſays about the land-marks. 
The LawytR. You have no neceſſity to go 
to law for that : you need but have the ground 
furveyed and meaſured ; and the widow will be. 
then convinced you have not done what ſhe 
Imagines. : . 

— No, no; I will have no meaſure- 
ment, nor ſhall ſhe, as ſhe does, accuſe me. 
Upon which account, I wiſh to ſue her, and 
have damages ſufficient for my loſs of reputa- 
tion, with the field beſides; which is the only Wl 
way whereby diſputes between us, for the time Wl 
to come, may be avoided. —_— 
The LawyER. Yes, I underſtand you. 
Bas IL. I ſuppoſed you would; and, there- 

am I come to have your good advice 

againſt the wido w. 1 
The LAW VIER. But my good friend Baſil, 

is it right that you ſhould wiſh to get poſſeſſion 

of what is not yours? nf 

Bas IL. I knew beforehand you would tell 
me this: but if the law ſhould give me this old 
creature's field, who will have any thing to fay 
againſt it? | 5 5 

The Lawyer. But the law will never 

| give 


* 


mtr ny — 


— a 
ou wh 


$a pA — 
——— — 
* 
. 


CONSULTATIONS, = 23 


FIVE you this old creature's field, as you are 
pleaſed to call her. 7 15 
Bas11. Pardon me. You need but jumble 


at and confound the affair in ſuch: a way, that 
of. hings may end exactly as I wiſh, You under- 
© tand me. 

1d The Lawyer. I will never counſel you to 
2: ndertake ſo wicked, not to ſay unjuſt, a laws 
5 ſuit. 

id BasiL. And why not? 

be e The LAwyzR. Can you be ſerious, and- 
ne at that, good Bafi!? For a very obvious rea- 


fon, as yourſelf will ſay ; becauſe you ought to 
ſhow yourſelf an honeſt man; and more par- 
ticularly not oppreſs a widow. 
Bas1L. But, 1 in every lawſuit, muſt not one, 
be always loſer ? 
 - The Lawyzz. Doubtleſs. | 
BasII. Well, then, let the widow loſe, and 
hat is all I want. 
The LAwWVYVER. Yes, Baſil; but if you 
ſhould loſe, as certainly you muſt, — in that 
caſe you will have to pay the coſts, and tell me 
J have not adyiſed you as I ſhould have done. 
Bas1t, No, no; I ſnall but ſay you have 
mot jumbled and confounded matters as 1 
wiſhed; for T am ſure the law would let me 
have this widow's field. 
The Lawyer. But will you underſtand me 
_ I ſay once more, the a is flat againſt 
you 


BAs1I. 
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BAs 1. Then you need but turn the law 
about, and twill be for me. 

The Lawyzr. This is random talking. 1 
will not adviſe you to embark in ſuch a bad af- 


fair: and when I tell you ſo, I think I give 


you good advice. 

BAs II. You give me good advice! ? what, 
when ou tell me, I muſt not deſire to have 
the widows field? ſo fine a one ar What 
is it good for? 

The LawyYER, To prevent” your ruin in a 
lawſuit. 

Bas II. This is your advice, then? is it? 

The LAwVER. Yes; and the advice you 
ought to * 

BAs IL. a ve choſe, fir, you might give 

that you have not, the worte 
luck for you. 

The LawvYER. I would not for the b 
of a ſcore ſuch fields, deceive you. Have I 
not till now, at all times, given you good ad: 
vice? 

Bas II. Yes, truly, have you. 

The LAwWwVER. V hat then, can you. non 
complain of? 

BAs II. Oh, of nothing: have you any 
meſſage to your tenant in the country, fir 7 

The LAWVER. None, friend, * * 

Bas1L. . Your humble ſervant. (Goes out.) 

The LAWYER. Did you ever hear the like! 


Ab! ab! 
Qmr- 
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* QUILLDRIVE. But ſure you heard his me- 
„ace: he avor/e luck for you. What could he 
fs dn £/- 
f- The LAw VER. I know not. 


e QuiLI DRIVE. But I do. 

he LAw VIER. What, Quilldrive? 

it, QuiLL DRIVE. You obſerved he had a hare 
VE chind him: Well then, had you counſelled 


im to go to law, the hare, in that caſe, would 
have been for you. He told me: ſo while you 
efe Srefing. oo ogg 1 

The Lawyer. Ab! ahl al! 

QUILLDRIVE. But here, fir, comes the 
entleman of whom I told you, Mr. Weſton. 
The LAwWw VER. Mr. Weſton, pray come ing. 
tay, Quilldrive, in the adjoining room, as I 
ay want you. (Lieutenant Weſton enters, and 
be clerk abithdraaus.) | | . 
The LIEUTEN ANT. To let you know at 


Iace, my buſineſs; I tuft tell you, fir, I have 
de ie King's commiſſion, as Lieutenant in the 


zycnteenth regiment, and of courſe am no 
ay rich; but till of late, I had an uncle by 
ay mother's fide, who ſhould have been ſo; 
aving always lived with great ceconomy. = __ 
The Lawyer. Your uncle, I ſuppoſe, is 
cad, then? = „ - 
The LituTENANT, Yes, fir; upwards of 
x months ago. I have been made to under- 
and he died ſcarce worth Tralling but con- 
dering his life of great frugality, and mou | 
hat his father left _ I am wholly at a lols 


26 e 
to gueſs, in what way every thing he muſt lf 
hare! had, has been diſpoſed 4 : 

The Lawvus, Did not the executor draw 
_ inventory of his property, when he was 

ead? | 
The LIE VTENANTr. He would have done 
ſo, fir ; but there was nothing. | 

The LAWYER. In that caſe you cannot 
well come in for any . 

„The LIEUTENAN T. No: that I am aware 

The Law EA. But who, pray, has bad the 
little he muſt certainly have left Ye hank ? 

The LizurENAnNT, His widow, fir; for 
never had he any child, 

The LAW VER. His widow ! (Alide) What 
another widow ! (Aloud) Ah, that changes cite 
cumſtances greatly. 

The LIEUTENAN T. Yes, fir; and particu · 
larly, as ſhe has the character of being very 
avaricious. | 

The LawYER. There is every reaſon to 
believe that ſhe has fixed her hands on what 
would otherwiſe be coming to you from the 
uncle. 

The LIEUTENANVT. Truly, fo I think. 

The Lawyer. But of what nature was his 
property? 

The LiEUTENANT, Good land : but, long 
before my uncle's death, the whole was ſold: 
and I am much afraid that ſhould I go to oy 
Wm 
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vith her, ſhe will pretend her huſband ſpent 


he money. | | 
The LAwVER. She will certainly do ſo. 
The LIEUTEZN ANT. I have no money; 
not a ſhilling in the world to go to law with; 
and on that account am much perplexed, 
The LA WEH. You cannot chuſe, indeed, 
but be ſo. 

The LIEUTENA VT. And becauſe J am in 
ſuch a ſituation, I apply to you, whoſe conſcien- 
Itious way of acting with your clients, I have 
Sheard of: and, beſides, as Mrs. Burnett is your 
he neighbour— - | 
The LAwVER. Mrs. Burnett? 

The LIEU TENA NT. Yes, fir, 

The Lawyer. Mrs. Burnett, I well know, 
15 very ayaricious ; and oc ſhe deſires to 
keep you out of every thing, 1 do not wonder 
ſhe ſhould have adviſed your uncle never to lay 
out the purchaſe money of his land, in ſtocks, 
or other ſpecies of ſecurity. ; 5 

The LIiRU TENA NT. But, how ſhall this be 
brought to light? 1 

The Lawyer, Not eaſily, you may ima» 
vine, 1 . 

The LixurENANT. I have no reſource, 
then. **VVL | IE 

The Lawyer. None, if what your uncle 
died poſſeſſed of, was hard money, only. 

The LIEVUTrENANTr. Ah, fir, pity me: I am 
a ruined mans „ 

r The 
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The LAw YER. A ruined man! why. ſo? 1 


will not your pay ſupport you. 
The LIEUTENANT. If myſelf alone were 


here concerned, it would be nothing: but if I 


muſt entertain no hope, a good young woman 
I am really in love with, will be quite unhappy. 
She will die with grief. 


The LAWVYER. You 3 not think of * 


rying her. She will not die, in that caſe; and 
yourſelf will be the only ſufferer. | 

The LiEUTENANT. But you know not, fir, 
how miſerably off I am ! and my condition is a 


deſperate one 


The LAWYER. Lou frighten me, young 
man. | 
The Lei Indeed '; lars the 
greateſt need imaginable of your counſel and 


aſſiſtance. Every hour I fear I ſhall be ſent to 


priſon. 
+ The LAWVER. I am ſorry for you: tell 
me every thing. 

The nos bt When our regiment 
came to Wincheſter, where now it is in quar- 
ters, I fell almoſt inſtantly in love with a young 
lady, who, were you to ſee her, you would ſay 


is very charming. 


The Lawyztr. When you came to Win- 
Cheſter ? | 

The Euren Ves, ſir. 

The LAWVER. I am extremely well! ac- 
quai nted there. — 35 
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The LitevrENANT. Well, ſir ; ſhe is the 
W:iughter of the Coroner. ak 
The LawyYER (aftoniſhed,) Miſs Belton? 
The LiEUTENANT. Yes, fir; do you know 
IS | 598 N 
The LAwWVER. Intimatear. 
The LIEVTEN AVT. For heaven's fake, do 
jot, then, betray us, tir. | 
The LawyzR. Goon: go on. 5 
The LIEUTENANT. 42 nothing, 1 
ould form no expectation of obtaining her: 
Put that has not diminiſhed my affection for 
iſs Belton, I depended greatly on my uncle, 
hough he never anſwered any of the letters I 
as uſed to ſend him: when, fix months ago, 
learned his death; and was informed he had 
zot left me in his wall, a penny. 
The Lawyer. Well? © gr ns 
The LizuTENAnNT. Miſs Belton and my- 
elf had frequent opportunities of being in 
ach others company; and that has plunged us 
doth into a wretched ſituation. 8 gh 
The Lawyer, HOW? 
The LizurTENanT, She is with child. 
er fear of being, in this ftate, expoſed tq what 
ie thinks, herſelf, the juſt reſentment of her 
parents, — no more than a week ago, determined 
e to come up with her, in a private manner, 
ere to London, where we are at preſent ; and, - 
delieve me, almoſt ſtarving, if you cannot think 
pf any means to better our condition 
The Lawyer, I will not abuſe the confi- 
OO FO 's ms 
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dence and truſt you place thus in me; nor 


reproach you for the miſery you have brought 
upon a good young woman, whom you ſay, 


' yourſelf, you love with ſuch ſincerity. But do 


ith- 


| you know whom you are bing to at preſent? 


The LIEUTENAN T. 


The Lawytz. Her uncle; Mr. Belton's 


brother, | | 3 

The LIEVU TENA NT. Ah, dear fir! diſpoſe 
of me as you think proper; but take pity on 
your miſerable niece ; and make not her the 
vichm to my want of prudence. I fall down 


a a ſuppliant at your feet. 


The LAwxER (raifing him.) Riſe, fir; and 


hear me.—Your affliction will not mend the 


paſt : fo let us ſee what method can be taken to 
2 the miſchiefs your imprudence, to make 
uſe of your own word, has cauſed. We muſt 


conſider if we cannot, by a ſtratagem, get ſome- 


thing out of Mrs. Burnett, — I have thought 


of one already.—Does ſhe know you? 


The LIEU TENA VT. No, fir. I ſuppoſed 


it proper not to make her any application, till 


ſuch time as I had learned if I had claims upon 
- The Lawyzr. Very good. If my idea 


ſhould not he ſucceſsful, I will ſettle with my 


K 


brother, one way or another, every thing in 
your behalf. I am a batchelor; and never 
mean to marry. I have money, and will leave 
it to my niece, upon condition you are married. 

The LIEUTEN ANT. What, dear ſir? _ 
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The LAwVER. No thanks— | 
 QU1LLDRIVE (entering.) Sir, here is Mrs. 
Burnett in the antichamber; and ſhe wants to 
have a little converſation with- you, 

The Lawyts, Juſt the perſon I expected. 


Step into this little room, Lieutenant; and come 


out if you ſhould hear me call you. 8 
The LIEVUTENA NT (wiſhing to thank the 
Lawyer.) Let me, fir, — | 


The LawYERr. We have. no time to loſe. 


Go in: go in» (The Lieutenant goes into the 
little noom.) And you, dear Quilldrive, when 


you hear me ſtrike my foot upon the ground, 
come in, and cry out fire! fire! fire! at the 
confectioner's, next door to Mrs. Burnett's. 


QulLI DRIVE. Yes, fir, 

The LAw YER. Stay you in the room with- 

out, that you may hear me ſtrike. 
UILLDRIVE. Oh, never fear. 

The LAw VER. Well, now go out, and in- 
troduce the widow. Not a word to her of the 
affair. 5 „ 6 

QUILLDRIVE. No, no, fir. (He goes out.) 

The Lawyzr. It muſt unavoidably ſuc- 
ceed: and will be a much better way than put- 
ting the young fellow to a great expence in 
law; but ſhe is coming. , | 

The Wipow. (coming in.) TI believe, I 


have the honour, fir, of being known to you? - 
The Lawyzr. The honour, on the other 


hand, is mine: will you be pleaſed to lit ? 
The Wipow (Ain down,) Sir, I know 
3 5 ö nothing 


rr 
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nothing in the world of law affairs I have but 
a poor pittance to ſubſiſt on; bez 7 only a poor 
widow, and am greatly to be pitied, ſince the 
little property I was poſſeſſed of, my late huſ- 
band has devoured. 9 8 
The LAWVIEX. The caſe is very piteous, | 


madam, and you ſhould not have connived at 


his extravagance, With ſuch a character as 
you poſſeſs for underftanding, it appears aſto- 
— you left one ſtone unturned to hinder 
im. wy „„ 
The WIpow. Tis very true, fir; ſo 1 
ſhould have done : but then the huſband, when 
a woman loves him, is at all times maſter of 
his houſe. I brought him upwards of eight 
tliouſand pounds, in marriage. ; 
The Lawyzr. And have nothing left of 
all that moe, BET +2 
The Wipow. Sir, my affection for him 
cauſed me to give up my ſettlement: and I am 
fain to live upon a very little. 3 
The LAw ER: But your huſband, ſurely, 
was no ſpendthrift ? | | 5 
The Wi pow. Not in other people's thoughts, 
at leaſt; and it is true that luxury of living was 
not our deſtruction: but his diſſipation was in 
ſecret : he imagined there was ſuch an art as 
that of making gold: and many, ſeeing on 
which ſide his weakneſs leant, were conſtantly 
impoſing on him; and, at laſt, when he had 
waſted every thing in preſents and repeated 
operations, they forſook him. ue 1 
e 4 
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if I my be ſo bold as to inquire ? 
The Wibow, No more than an annuity of 


thing away in favour of a nephew, who will 
have it, that his uncle died quite rich. I hear, 


Law is quite above my poor capacity; and 
„ quite unhappy! / ks 
The LawyER-. But your huſband's pro- 
perty was all in land a few years fince ? | 
2 Wipow. Yes, fir; but it has all been 
old. Ns 8 | 
The LawYER. If bona fide, you have no- 
hing, as you ſay, your huſband's nephew can 
ave nothing. bs | | 

The Wibow. No 3 

The LAWVER. No, certainly. 


The Lawyer. What can he lay claim to, 
rom you? If yon have drawn up an inventory, 
you will certainly preſent it to him; and pro- 
ided, after all, he ſhould lay claim to any 


hirds. 5 | 

The Wirow. You are extremely good, fir, 
n theſe comfortable intimations you are pleaſed 
o give me: but, pray let me know, if his pro- 
* will not bring expences on me, ſhould. 


10 A 


The 


The Law YER. How much have you, then, 5 


four-ſcore pounds; and how,” with ſuch a tri- 
fling ſum of money, can I think of giving any 


he is upon the point of coming up to London. 


The WIDow. I have been told, however 8 


hing, he muſt begin by granting you your 
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» 
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e inſtitute a ſuit againſt me, thinking I am 
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day, —if you have nothing, you can 


| to fear him. 


Quilldrive 3 ? (He gives a hem, and the Lieut 


Street : at that ſhop there, the confeCtioner's, 


and J will go and empty your apartments, 3 
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The Lawyzz. Though he Wen dg the 


e hin 
nothing. „ 
The WIpOw. In that caſe, I have no nect 


ang LAWYER. You are in the richt. ( 


fam 

A "Wes Sir, I can never thank you 
as I ought, for your advice; and I did ver 

well to wait upon you. 
QuiLLDRIVE (vithout.) Fire! fire! fire! 
The Wipow (frightened.) Fire! what's thel 
matter? 
The LAwVIER. Why thus Frightened ? Sta 
a little. 
1 (coming in.) Fire 1 fire! fire 
LAw VER. You dont fay ſo? Wherg 


ant enters; but the Widow, in her agitation don 
not ſee him.) 
QuiLLDRIVE. Oppoſite the Gate, in Fles 


The WIpow. Oh, heavens, next door t 
me! I am for ever ruined. ( Making to ti 
door.) | 

The LAwyER. No, no, madam; you hal 
beſt ſtay here: and let us go and ſee if we ca 
fave your goods. 

The WIpow. But, fir, they will be loſt, 

The Lawyer. No, no; the gentlemat 


. 
* 


\ 
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The Wipow. But you wul not find out 
There they are. 
The LAw VER. Not find out where they 
e? your furniture? 
The WIpow. Ves, yes; you will find out 
e furniture; but J allude to what I keep be- 
ind the wainſcoat. 


o or I ſhall be undone. : 
The LawyER. Rely on us. | 
The WIDOw. Tis all my fortune. Five- 


apers. 
The Lawyzs. Five-and-twenty thouſand 
ounds! What, you have ſo much money ? 


| ready over, 


nd ce. 
The Lawyers. I tell you not to be alarm- 
d. You hear no noiſe. 


roke into my room and ſtripped it.— 


ou may ſee a part of the confectioner's. Is 


ere the leaſt appearance of a fire ? 
The Wipow. Ah, fir! | 


at 
fire in Fleet Street, You miſtook, I fancy? 
Wl wing, as he ſpeaks to Quilldrive.) 

| | as 


i 


The LAwVER. Keep behind the wainſcoat! 
The WI Dow. Yes; my Papers. = me 


nd- twenty thouſand pounds, in notes and other 


ut dont be alarmed. Perhaps the danger is 
The WIDOo w. No: I am reſolved to go 


Ahe Wipow. Who knows but thieves hare 


The LawyER. Come here to the window. 


The LawyER. What, Quilldrive, is the 
eaning of all this? There cannot, ſurely, be 
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QUILLDRIVE. Yes, yes, truly, did 1. 

The Wipow. Are you ſerious, when Fou 
ſay ſo, my dear, good young man? 

U1LLDRIVE, Yes, Madam; quite fo. 
The Wipow. How you frightened me!] 
will, however, go and ſce. 

The LawyzR, There is no fire in | Flee 
Street, or in any other part of London. It 
was only a contrivance, which I doubt not 
will produce a very good effect. 

The WiIpow (a/tonifhed,) How, bes. 

The LAWVYVER. Yes, madam: I was griev- 
ed to think that any worthy woman, as you 
are, ſhould be reduced to live on ſuch a pit- 
tance, and for ſurety in the caſe, contrived to 
give you this alarm, 

The Wipow. And is it poflible that you 
ſhould think of ſuch a treachery? - _ 

The Lawyer. No, madam, I have not 
been guilty of ſo great a crime, as you, in 

wiſhing to conceal another perſon's property. 

The Wipow, Another perſon's pr oe 

The Lawyer. Yes; you acknowle = 
your fright, you have at home conc be- 
hind the wainſcoat, five-and-twenty thouſand 
pounds, in notes, and other papers. 

The Wipow, I? 5 

The Lawyer. Yeg, you. Come, tis too 
late to play the hypocrite : and you muſt give 
us up two thirds of this round ſum of money. 

The WIDpOw. But it is not mine. 


The LAw VER. Well, then, if *tis a truſt; 
3 I walk 
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will ſeal up your cunning hiding place, and 
ave you ſent to priſon, till the owner of the 
oney comes to elaim it. Think; then, what | 
termination you will come to. 
The Wipow. Oh, fir, be aſſured 1 will 
ave juſlice done me, for this violeneg. 
The LawYER.. - Excuſe me, thoſe that 
ould be thieves, are not entitled to complain 
violence- Beſides, here is your huſband? g 
ephe w. 
The hoer What, are you Lieutenant 
eſton * 
The LIEUTENANT, At your ſervice, Ma- 
am. | 
The Wioow, Where can 1 have got to? 
The LAWYER, The Lieutenant will, this 
noment, give you A recfip pt in full, upon. 
tampt paper, for two-third of what you, ou, have 
cen ſo obliging is to lay by for hin- 
The LituTtENANT, No, exciiſe We my 
rood fir. Though Mrs, Burnett it is plai 
eſired to kee me out of what ſhe knew was wy 
nine; 1 will not, in retuf , be bag ive | 
er. So, conſent to give me half; and 
fair ſhall never Be made public. 
The Wipow, Five- and- twenty thouſand 
dounds! If I faid that, I was miſtaken. LI 
dave nothing near that ſum; _ 
| The LisUTENANT. Let it be more or leſs, 
an content to ſhare it with you. 
Wibow, I] will never conſent to let 
6 | * 


„ Tx THREE, 4e 
you have twelve thouſand pounds and mo 


or nothing. LY , 
The Lawyer. You muſt, then, expect th 
worſt: in which caſe; you can only have you 
thirds, and all the law expences will be throy 
upon ou. 8 WY 
The Winow. Miſerable me) If I mw 
do ſo, come to my apartment. 
The LAWVER. You will find that bett 
in the end, than if you were to go to lay 
And, for the future, let not the ſuppoſed in 
poſſibility of a detection cauſe you to commi 


great a crime. Tou know I always give m 


— . ᷣ K 

The WI pow. Good, with a vengeance 
Why did I come hither. (Goes oui. 

he LIEUrENAVT. What an obligation- 
The Lawyer, Not a word of that, at pn 
Tent. Leu ſhall be my nephew. Let m. 
therefore, finiſh this affair; and * afterward 
contrive about my niece; in which caſe, I thai 


| have the ſatisfaction of contributing to mah 


two people happy. Shall I not be very me 
rewarded for my pains ? Come, come. 


* 
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' InTRODUCTION, © 


Dear Children, | Wes 
JOW ſhall I have fortitude enough to write 
the ſtory of thoſe miſeries, whoſe bare 
emembrance for ſo long a time excited in me 
readful revolutions ! You will read ity deareſt 
hildren, as tis full of very ſtriking leſſons, 
This idea animates me in the taſk I undertake. 
And you, uy providence, whoſe will -per- 
Fnitted. a deplorable, but ſacred union, ſhould 
ake place between us—You, ' I fay, that pro- 
1dence decreed ſhould. be the arbiter of my 
nhappy lot, forgive me, if reluctantly I treu: 
ble thus, your aſhes in the grave, Your 
"WS 3 Crimes, 
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| kept an everlaſting filence. Though this hiſ 
tory renews the recollection of them, I ſhall 


ment upon me. 


93 tears, but thoſe of joy. I had, as the compi 
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happy underſtanding, was excee 


imagine, an implicit truſt. 


to my taſte and temper. After twelve months 


_ — 
2 
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Marquis of V=—, In two days time, het 
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crimes, and my misfortunes, are but too wel 
known already. Were they not, I would hare 


not, at leaſt, diſſemble my 1mprudence, an 
the faults that drew down ſych à cruel punich 


I am, &c, 


A 


LETTER It 


CONFIDENCE IN PARENTS, NEEDFUL, 


I WAS born at Rome, the only heireſs o 
a very plenteous fortune, and received the bel 
of educations. I attained my fifteenth year, 
and had not known a fingle ſorrow, or ſhed any 


nion of my infancy, an elegant young, Wo: 
man, daughter of a lady, who was well ac 
quainted with my mother. She reg: 1 

tand exceedingly wel 
bred; but as for what we call experience, he 
had none: and yet I had a boundleſs friendfhip 
for her, which involved, as any one may eafily 
ima | tt J loved my mo. 
ther, but I did not look upon her as my friend, 
becauſe I thought another much more ſuited 


* 


a cc <a % te ee toni” two 


courtſhip, ſhe (my friend) was married to the 


huſbagd 


4 


not leſs than thirty miles from Rome. My 
mother bore her company, and therefore, 

was of the party too. The Marchioneſs 
vas three years older than myſelf, and there- 


age, my mother let us always be together. A 
permiſſion, that the ſequel of this hiſtory will 
ow you, coſt me dear. 

One evening after ſupper, ſhe propoſed a 


ad reached a ſort of labyrinth, in which, as 
oon as We were entered, to our great aſto- 
iſhment, we ſaw a youth repoſing on a bench. 
He roſe, as ſoon as he obſerved us, ſo that we 
had every opportunity of noticing the beauty 


did not go away, the Marchioneſs inquired his 


but begged to be excuſed upon that head; and 
then withdrew. Aſtoniſhed at this ſtrange en- 
ounter, we revealed it to the Marquis, who 
gave intimation that he knew him. Upon this, 
I manifeſted a deſire of knowing farther; when 
he added, all I have to tell you, is, that he has 
paſſionately wiſhed to ſee you for theſe many 
days, and if he gives me his conſent, to mor- 
row I will let you know his name. I was ex- 
tremely anxious for the morrow ; and at night 
went into the apartment 'of my friend, that I 


the door was unexpectedly thrown open, and I 
1 1111 


CONFIDENCE. IN. PARENTS, &c. 4 
auſband took her to a beautiful retreat he had 


ore, though ſhe was but nineteen years of 


aunter in the park: we were alone, and ſoon 


of his figure. After ſome ſhort ſilence, as he 


name : he anſwered with the greateſt gallantry, 


mighr talk with her _ the ſubject ; when 


— . OI nr ene rr noms 


though confuſedly, of ſuch an interview, and 


me, he was called the Count Belmire ; and 


ther and himſelf, had by his intereſt with the 


court : and even then, was 1 him 


here ſecreted; that the Count Belmire, in con- 


morrow, both his father and himſelf were to 


; 3 
{ 4 
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ſaw the Marquis enter, leading in the youth 
I had defired to know. I was entirely mation» 
leſs, ſo great was my ſurpriſe at this adventure, 
when the Marquis drawing near me, ſaid as fol, 
lows : I preſent you with my priſoner, who will 
hardly, now, he ever free again, ſince he ha 
wiſhed to ſee you twice, I bluſhed, and wa 
embarraſſed. I foreſaw the conſequences, 


was at one time tempted to withdraw; but cu, 
rioſity prevailed upon me to neglect my duty, 
and 1 aid. The Marquis, putting on a ſerious 
countenance, enjoined me ſecrecy; and hi 
companion taking up the matter then, informed 


that his father was the Duke of Cx po 
both of Naples: that the laſt, in' conſequence 
of a diſpute that had enſued between that bro 


eapolitan grandees, contrived to ruin him 2 
lige him to take 


ſhelter where he was at preſent, with the Mar- 
quis; that for three months paſt, he had been 


with ſo much vjolence, as to o 


ſequence of having heard his friend talk of me, 
had defired an interview ; and after one ob- 
Eins by chance, had earneſtly conjured his 
riend to get him this immediately; as on the 
depart for Venice, | „ 
After I had heard thus much, I roſe; and 
N en ar - 
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uh otwithſtanding every thing the Marquis ſaid, 

on-MWvithdrew to my apartment. Being come 4 
ittle to myſelf, I durſt not think on what had 
dafſed ; and wondered low I could have liſten- 
rig to a ſtranger, introduced to me at midnight, 
hal nd a ſtranger, likewiſe, who had dared thus 
a alk of love. I ſaw, I ſhould diſtruſt the Mar- 
. quis; and had reaſon to ſuppoſe the Mar- 
ma rhioneſs not fit to guide me. A forebodement 
cu eemed to threat me with the loſs of my repoſe 
and reputation; but the Marchioneſs recover- 


ud, ſoon, the aſcendency ſhe had been in poſ: 


eſſion of, and was at all times faying ſomething 
or another that related to the Count. Thel 
fatal converſations ſerved: to lead aſtray my - 
reaſon ; but they did not diſſipate my gloom. 
cl In three months time, we came again to 
Rome; and towards the end of winter, went 
to an aſſembly with my mother and the Mar- 
chioneſs, The company were now _ 
mW ning to diſperſe, when I perceived a maſque 
that followed me, But what was my ſurpriſe, 
when coming up, and falling on his knee, I ſaw 
it was the Count | Whatever was my ſecret joy 
on the occaſion, F was going to rejoin the com- 
pany, but he caught hold of me, and begged 
the Marchioneſs (who had infidiouſly drawn me 
from my mother for this interview) to get me 
to remain and hear him; which, at laſt, I did. 
The Count informed me, that the buſineſs of 
his father was completely ſettled, that the Duke 
and he were reconciled, . As for myſelf, ſaid 
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me, my looks produced an oppoſite effect on 


to my mother, and deman 
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he, I wiſhed to know my lot, and therefore an 
come hither, Tell me, lady, what I am ty 
hope for: if you hate me, I will take my leave 
for ever. Speak; your anſwer will determine 
whether I ſhall live or die. I could not keey 
from ſhedding tears at ſuch a declaration, which 
the Count but too well underſtood. He ſwore 


an everlaſting love; and promiſed that in fix} 


months time he would return to Rome, and be 

the happieſt man exiſting, 5 
Two months after this affair, which was to 

me quite fatal, as will ſoon be ſeen,” the Duke 


of C. himſelf, as heaven would have it, eame 


to Rome, and ſaw me at the French Ambaſſi- 


dor's, where we were both upon a viſit. HeW 


was nearly ſix-and-thirty years of age, and very 


Marquis's deſcription of him, who before had 

repreſented to me his vindictive diſpoſition, I 

conceived a fixed antipathy againſt him the 

firſt moment I beheld his face ; but, ian, Fn 

un, 

fortnight afterward he £or an introduction 

ed me in marriage: 

the conſented to it, not imagining I could re- 

fuſe the richeſt nobleman in Italy, and one, 
that, as he ſaid, adored m. 

I received this declaration, which I thought, 
in ſome degree, the ſentence of my death, with 
utter ſilence ; for not only, was my father ab- 
ſolute, although he loved me; but beſides, what 


1 — 


17 


was there I could ſay againſt it, to my mother ? 


handſome : but his countenance confirmed the 
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WV ith what face could I confeſs my fault, and 
ve Il her I had 'pre-diſpoſed of my affections, 
ne or conſidered it worth while to aſk her leave? 
ep It was at preſent, therefore, I began to ſee 


e imprudence of my conduct in its full ex- 
ent; and found the greateſt miſery that could 
defal a perſon of my ſex, is that of not defiring 
ny friendſhip from her mother. I avoided all 
onnection with the Marchioneſs, and thought 


to bedience was the only method of atoning for 
1e faults. In ſhort, I married, and fet out for 
10 8 ſhortly after with the Duke, my huſ- 
JJ. 
le I appeared at court, and foon perceived, the 


Duke was very jealous : this, however, did 
ot grieve me in the leaſt, I would have wil- 
ingly preferred retirement and a cottage, to the 
ourt, and all its'buſtle ; but my huſband's yas 
ity retained me there, in ſpite of all my incliy | 


# 


ation, and his jealouſy, _ 

. „ „„ YE | gp 

n | ws 

f LETTER. I. 


Trz Rage or JEALOUSY. 


I HAD been married now, ſexen monthg - 
and upwards; when IT learned that —— , 
father to the Count, was dead, at Paris, and 
had named the Duke, his guardian; with theſe 
added tidings, that the Count himſelf on his 
return to Italy, was taken ill, when he bad 

. . reacheg 
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_ compaſſion, he beſt of fa 
and my ſorrow has reduced me almoſt to the 
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reached Turin. A. fortnight afterward, tho 


Duke delivered me the following letter, which 
I read with great emotion. „„ 


dc Mapan, _ 


Though I cannot boaſt of knowing you, 


am. ſufficiently unhappy to inſpire you with 
. 1 have Joſt the beſt of fathers, 


grave: Inhuman ſuccour has recovered me, 
orgive the liberty I take of intereſting you in 


my diſtreſs. My father's will has placed mein 


a ſituation of dependence on my uncle: bat 1 
cannot. poſſibly comply with. his injunctions, 


and conſent to fix myſelf in Naples. My poor 
father was born there, and every object would 
renew his memory in me. I am ſure you will 


approve this delicacy in me, and perſuade my 
uncle to revoke his order. Get me his per 
miſhon, madam, if you pleaſe, to travel, or 
be any where except at Naples, where I ſhould 
not ſee one object but would keep alive that 
ſorrow in my heart, which I ſhall carry to my 


grave. | 2 Jam, &c. 


I can never give you an idea of the trouble 


this afflicting letter gave me; and confidered it 


impoſſible that any one ſhould not perceive its 


double ſenſe. The Dake 
his relation never could have { 
never been, as he ſuppoſed, at 


ever, thinking 
me, having 
ome, did not 


7 


ſuſpect the letter. On the Morrow, 1 hy . 
e 


nother correſpondence with the Marchioneſs; 
and in my very firſt epiſtle, durſt lament my 


ould not triumph. In her letter of reply, 
he Marchioneſs inquired into the conduct of 
he Duke, I anſwered her ingenuouſly, and 


about him, that but too much juſtified the an- 
ipathy I bore him. It was thus, by new im- 
3 * 1 dug the pit that was to open under 


ion of a viſit from my parents, being ready to 
lie in. I bad a girl: 1 ſuekled her; and this 
ſweet occupation rendered me inſenſible to all 
he ill-behaviour of the Duke, who had for 
ome time 'paſt evinced the fury of his charac- 
ter. The day enſuing that on which I weaned 
y child, he entered my apartmeñt, telling me 
I was that very morning to ſet out with him, 
ind viſit an eſtate — _ about twelve leagues 
rom Naples. I ickly dreſſed, and 
aking up my cd, 1 0 lowed! him, without 
the leaſt reply - nor did We, all the way, ex- 
change a ſingle word. 

On our arrival, J alighted;- when che Duke, 
without the leaſt degree of preface to account 
for ſuch an action, Datel, my daughtef from 
my arms, and giving her to fame one near him, 


ex ©OÞ 


up a private ſtair caſe ; ſaying, — 
tremble! but Why fear,” w en you are with 


C'S no. re 
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ortune, and deplore the paſſion over Which I 


ſaid, he had a ſtrange ferocity of character 


I Abbie this rin; I had the heare-folt flefac- - 


angry; me by dhe hind, of * Wir, e _s | 


2 - . " your: 


It ** 0 \ 
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your huſband, whom you love? Oh heavens 
cried I: what means your angry countenance, 
and terrifying- tone of voice? Come, come 
ſaid he, and you ſhall quickly have the expla 
nation you require; on which, he hurried m 
along, till we had gained a bed room, where | 
threw myfelf into a chair, and wept. without 
reſtraint. _ „ 
The day by this time was ſhut in: he wen 
out, therefore, and returned almoſt that moment 
with a light. I durſt not look upon him. Al 
my faults came hropgin now into my mind, 
and I was mortally afraid my huſband. had dil 
cevered the affair between his nephew and my- 
| ſelf. Alas, what conſolation would nat innof 
cence have yielded me! but I was guilty ; and 
could not keep up my ſpirits; when at laſt; the 
Duke broke . in the followfng words: 
Enough, ſaid he, I have fufficiently enjoyed 
the ſecret agitation of your conſcience; — ty 
now high time I ſhould complete the load d 
ur confuſion, Read theſe letters; theſe tha 
1 have copied out myſelf. On this, he .woull 
have put into my hands, a packet: but ob. 
ſerving I demurred to take it, he pulled outs 
aper from it, began to it for. me: 
rom the - firſt, I found it was a letter written 
by me to the Marchioneſs, in which I had de 
clared, without reſerve, the invincible. averjiut 
in me towards the Duke: I am undone, . fai 
II — Perfidious woman! anſwered he. 
+ Choſe, preferred, and even worſhipped ve 
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ind yet, what is to follow? an invincible aver- / 
on? But, in future, you ſhall have good 
eaſon for it. Injured —— Stop, cried I; you 
ay accuſe ' and puniſn, but have no occaſion 

o calumniate me. I am guilty in reality; 
but ſtill, your honour and my own are ſpot- 
eſs, and I have but thoſe imprudent declara- 
ions a falſe friend drew from me, to reproach 
yſelf with. None but thoſe imprudent de- 
larations ! interrupted furiouſly, the Duke: 
hen hear your condemnation: upon which he 
read the following ſentence: 1s not the unhappy 
bjeft of my paſſion to 'be pitied, equally as much 
26 I am? Does he not, at preſent, know to what 
rg. I love b.. Tout Fool 

J remembered, but too well, this paſſage ; 
and remembered likewiſe, that in no one letter 
had I ever named the Count. It was not, 
therefore, likely, that the Duke's - ſuſpicion 
ſhould be fixed on him: befides, two:Neapo- . 
litans, who had, it ſeems, ſpoke of me in too 
varm a manner, cauſed him to imagine it was 
one of them: and I ſhould certainly have unde: 
ceived him, could I have avoided: mentioning 
the Count, whoſe fortune I ſhould utterly 
— —_— IJ was therefore, of — A 
obliged to hold my tongue; which paſſing in 
the Duke's —— as a confirmation of his 
ſhame and my diſhonour, he approached me 
in a wrathful manner, ſaying; -So, then, you 
have nothing to alledge in your defence? Alas, 
fad I, are you * * proper ſtate of mind 
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fo THE FIRST FAULT DANGEROUS, 
to hear ine ?- am innocent: I call on heary 
towitneſsit. You innocent! replied the Due 
and have you not, -yourſelf, . {aid here, you 
lover knows t aubat exceſs you love him Yes 
J have, reſumed I, burſting into tears; b 
-notwithſtanding this, believe me Fam innocen 
Oh, monſter of diffimulation ! anſwered h 
with heightened fury; tremble at the vengeanali 
—_ _—_— you. At — — 1 * 1 
myſelf upon my knees, and lifting up boi 
— mages Guy I cnied, * for 
refource OE me. Riſe, replied my 10. i 
and (as I fancied) ſomewhat calmer. *Rile a 
hear me. Fou muſt know how much I am f 
fended. I muſt, therefore, have a victim. I 
me therefore, who is your ſeducer. No; ſaid 
in anſwer to his Lordſhip, I was never in 1 
life ſeduced. —I will, on this began the D. 
and raiſed his voice up to the higheſt: pitch 
fury, I will know your lover; and-commaid 
you, — I could fee the horror of my ſtu- 
tion; but, preferring death to ſuch a 1 
the Puke expected, No, ſaid I, if you refolv 
to have a victim, ſacrifice your wife then; 
that name you want to know, I will not gin 
vou. Utterly confounded at my bold neſa/ l 
ſtood motionleſs awhile; but burſting out 2 
laſt: Abominable wretch, ſaid he, you wil 
not? Vou are ignorant, I fee, what length 
can proceed to I expect the worſt, eriedi 
and am ſufficiently unhappy: to brave death. 
Death l anſwered he: it is not death, I men 
5 | ye 
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du. For this twelvemonth- paſt, I have been 

editatipg on your puniſnment; and do you 
ancy, ſuch a tranſient vengeance. will ſutfce 

ee; No, you ſhall not die. Your tomb in- 
eed is ready; but with life you muſt deſcend 

* ito it. At theſe frightful words I fell into a 
on, and on recovery from it found myſelf 
pported by my women, in whoſe company I 
afled the night, and early in the morning bade 
em lead me to the chamber where the Duke 
ad ſent my infant. She was ſleeping. I diſ- 
id che women, and ſat down befide: the 


Ah, ſaid I, dear child, you neither can par- 
ike nor know the grief of 8 
ter! This may be the laſt laſt time Jam to 
e you. Take, if it be ſo, my bleſſing, 
Dn my knee I give Wa Oh God, conti · 
ved 1, ſtill kneeling, 1 reſign myſelf; to thy 
oed will.: but let my child be; happy» I had 
hardly. made this ſhort. ejaculation, when the 
Duke appeared. —Wall, Madam, has reflexion 
brought you to yourſelf, ſaid. he; or axe you 
ill determined to conceal this name? I-lifted 
up my eyes to heaven, and ſtill. kept ſilence... I 
will have a poſitive reply this inſtant, thundered 
he: Will yon or quill you not pronounce-it? L 
will not pronounce it, anſwered I, Your ſen- 
tence. then, reſumed the Duke, is irreyerſibly 
WW decreed. Bid farewell to your child. No, in- 
terrupted I, you will not have the cruelty to 
tear me from her. Gy let me have m child; 
. | | | 2 WEE: or 
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52 THE FIRST FAULT DANGEROUS. 
or let me ſometimes ſee her. At this inſtant; 

the awoke; when looking at her father, ſhe put 
ona ſmile, and lifted up her little hands, both join» 
ed together. See, ſaid T, the ſeems as if im- 
ploring your compaſſion for me. Oh my child! 
my dear dear child! if you could ſpeak, you 
would-ſubdue your father. Upon this, I weat 
to take her in my arms; but was prevented by 
the Duke, who puſhed me backward, ſaying, 
leave her, ſhe is yours no longer? Mine no 
longer? anſwered I. Ah, take away my life, 
or give me back my daughter. To obtain this 
favour, muſt I fall upon the floor. I do; and 
faying ſo, knelt down; but the barbarian ſpurned 
me from him with contempt; and 1228 the 

child was going out; but as I held him fait, he 
dragged me after, while the only words to which 
I could give utterance were, my child! my child! 
The little innocent was frightened, and cryed 
out. Alas} that moment, I loſt fight, as I ſup- 
poſed, of her for ever: for the Dake, without 
remorſe or heſitation, bore her from me, and 
that inſtant coming back, compelled me to re- 
turn to my apartment. PO i 
I reinained ſome days without a viſit from 
the duke; till in the end, when he was. told; 
which was the caſe, I had a fever, he appear 
ed. This fever, you will find, was what he 
wanted. He affected ſome concern for my un- 
happy fituation ; and alledging, that the wo- 
men who attended me were weary, he diſmiſſed 
them, ſaying, he, together with a en 
3 ce | and 
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and old woman, would be with me. Theſe 
were not made choice of without ſome deſign. 
The curtains of my bed were drawn, and I 


imagined little what had happened, when at 


noon I ſaw my two new nurſes. I expreſſed 
my wonder at the change. 17 2 Lord ap- 
proached the bed, aſſuring me, I 


uld not be 


% 


leſs carefully attended, fince himſelf would fit 


up with me. This was far from ſatisfactory. 


1 was juſt going to reply, when he deſired me 


not to ſpeak, which would but diſcompoſe me, 


and prevent my reſtabliſhment. I was neceſſi- 


tated therefore to have done, till nearly about 
three o'clock, when he required to feel my 
| _ : he did ſo; and that moment bade the 

ootman run and ſend ſome meſſenger to Naples 
for a doctor; after which the woman was com- 
manded to go fetch the chaplain, for her miſ- 
treſs, as he ſaid, was dying. It is- needleſs I 


- ſhould here attempt to tell you what my feel- 
ings were on this occafion. Let it be ſufficient 
to inform you, that my warders being thus diſ- 


patched upon a meſſage that would take them 
up at leaſt an hour, I was alone in the apart- 

ment with his lordſhip. He came to me with a 
cup, and faid, Here, drink this liquor. At 
theſe words, my hair roſe upward on my head; 
for I imagined it was poiſon, Drink, ſaid he. 
Alas, what is it, anſwered 1? What you muſt 
drink, was his reply, Grant me a httle time 
then to implore God's mercy, I began, A lit- 


tle time! ſaid he; do you accuſe me of a crime 


6 E 3 then? 


i 
| 
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then? I accuſe my own imprudence, anſwered | 


I.— Oh, God, forgive me and forgive my per. 


ſecutor: comfort my dear parents, and protect 


my child. This ſhort ejaculation ended, I durſt 
think my reſignation made me worthy of ap- 
aring in God's ſight; and having drunk the 
iquor, and thus made a ſacrifice to everlaſting 


1 
2 3 of my life, ſunk back upon the pillow. 


me few moments after, I became inſenſible. 
In half an hour returned the two attendants: 
he informed them I was dead; the chaplain 
likewiſe came, and was directed by the Duke 
to ſay ſuch prayers as are appointed for the 
dead: and in the interim, every one had acceſs 
to the bed, and was in no degree of doubt about 
my death. The miniſter continued praying 
till the hour of midnight, when the Duke ſent 
every one to bed, declaring he would bury me 
next evening. . | e 
They were ſoon. aſleep, and all the houſe 
profoundly filent; when recovering flowly from 
my lethargy, I woke in four hours time, or 
thereabouts. At firſt, I knew not where I was; 
but in the end, it came to my remembrance that 
I fancied I had taken poiſon; aud the conſe» 
uence of this remembrance was, a'doubt that 
I exiſted, What ſtrange miracle, ſaid I, at laſt 
reſtores me back to life? You have been only 
frighted with the thought of death, replied my 
Lord. Compoſe yourſelf; I durit not anſwer, 


I drew back my curtain, and obſerving no one 


ſur the Dake was with me, why are you alons, 


We 
5 I 4 + 


his Lordſhip, ſo get up. And now, continued 
he, you are to learn your fate: the drink I ps 

ou yeſterday was of a ſtupifying kind. You 
— diſhonoured me, I offered to forgive you, 
notwitſtanding which, you would not name me 
your ſeducer. You ſuppoſed, no doubt, I had 
no other method to avenge myſelf than that of 
ſecretly attempting on your life; and your = 
vincible averſion eaſily determined you to die. 
But, be aſſured, you ſhall for ever be with- 
drawn from both your parents, from your friends, 


from every human being, and yet live. That 


being parted thus from all ſociety, your parents 
never may have any thought of claiming you, 

I ſhall inform them of your death. I have al- 
ready ſpread it in this Laute, and all the ſer- 


vants ſaw you while the draft was 3 | 
t 


Ah! I fee, ſaid I, the horror of my fituation } 
No, replied the Duke, you do not yet know 
all: for under the foundation of this houſe, 
there is a ſpacious cave, unknown to every one 
—— Oh, heaven ! cried J, muſt I be buried then 
alive? and is there no reſource ? Yes, is there, 
ſaid the Duke; for having not yet ſent my let- 
ter to your parents, I can wake my people, and 
inform them you were merely in a lethargy, if 
you will only name your lover. What, ſaid I, 
would you perſuade me to? Should I deliver 


up to Four reſentment one who never did you 


any harm, as I have ſaid already. Look, re- 


plied the Duke, look to it. One refuſal ww 
99 5 ; = 
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ſaid 1? You are to know immediately, replied 


i 
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and I convey you to that gloom you came from, 
whence, there will be no deliverance, On the 
morrow, my domeſtics will again confider-you 
their miſtreſs, or behold your obſequies per- 
formed. Conſider, if this moment be let flip, 
you cannot have a farther hope for pardon. 
our repentance would, in vain, implore me. 
It would be no longer in my power to grant it. 
At theſe urgent words, I gave a lamentable 
ſhriek, and cried, What I am then abandoned 
by all nature? My dear child—Ah !- let me - 
ſee my child once more. Say but a word, re- 
plied the Duke, and you ſhall have her in your 
axms. My heart was rent in twain at this idea. 
J kept filence; and imagined, that the Count 
at that time being abſent, I might eaſily apprize 
him of the affair, and alſo that a frank avowal 
would make known my innocence : -but all at 
once, reflecting on my perſecutor's cruelty, I 1 
had the courage to reliſt ſo ſpecious a tempta- 
tion. Why ſhould I ſuppoſe, thought I, that: 
ſuch a frank avowal would prove ſerviceable to 
me? Should I not imagine rather, that the 
Duke, affured of my averſion, would perſiſt in 
that vindictive plan of conduct he has long been 
meditating: and in ſuch a doubt, can I be 
tempted to betray the object I have loved? 
The Duke interpreted my filence in his favour. 
Day will ſoon appear, ſaid he; ſo ſpeak: once 
more, Will you give up your lover? No, 1 
cannot, anſwered . cannot ! miſerable 
woman, interrupted he; but you can eaſily 
prefet 


* . \ ö 
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prefer your lover to your child, your freedom, 
and your life, The moment of revenge is come 
at laſt, and therefore tremble, As he ſpoke 
theſe words, he would have caught me by the 
arm; but I avoided him, and graſped a foot 
poſt of the bed; in doing which, my night cap 
came untied, fell off, and let my hair fall down 
upon my ſhoulders. He ſtopped: ſhort at this, 
was ſtruck a little, and looked at me for a mo-' 
ment, keeping filence : but the moment after, 
rearing me away, he dragged me to a-glaſs; and 
placing me before it, wretch, ſaid he, contem- 
plate for the laſt time in your life thoſe. odious 
charms, that darkneſs is fo ſoon to ſhroud for 
ever, if you yield not to my wiſh. Are you 
| unſhaken yet Þ—Alas, ſaid I, have you not 
vainly offered to reſtore me my dear little one, 
on ſuch condition; and I would not? © Tthad 
hardly ſaid theſe words, when, in his rage, he 
dragged me down a narrow pair of ſtairs into 
the garden, when he took a key out of his 
pocket, and unlocked a fort of trap. You have 
even yet, ſaid he, a moment left you. Here 
muſt be your tomb : tis yet, however, but half- 
open; and provided you repent, it ſhall be ſhut. 
again. You think, perhaps, that in the mo- 
ment of revenge, I fear thoſe conſequences that 
may happen to myſelf : but all things are pro- . 
vided for; and I have had a figure made of 
wax, reſembling a dead body. I ſhall put it 
in your bed; and, as an act of piety, enter 
it when to morrow comes, by the athitagoe — 
| | B "the 
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88 THE FIRST FAUET DANGEROUS. 
the ſame old woman that attended you; and, 


who will, after all, be only a ſpectator of the 
action. Once more then, you have your 
choice. -] waited not for the concluſion, know - 
ing what would follow; but threw up my eyes 
to heaven, as if I meant to ſpeak my laſt fare- 
well; when finding I was utterly inflexible, he 
dragged me down the ſteps conducting from 
this trap, that he had opened. Horror overs, 
came me here. I fell into a ſwoon; and on re- 
covering, found myſelf alone in total darkneſs, 


LEITER iv. 
Tux PUNISHMENT, 


I remained upon the ground ſome time; not. 
having altered my poſition after coming to my- 
ſelf; when once again my cavern door was 
opened, and the Duke came in, with light and, 
bread and water. This, ſaid he, muſt for the, 
future be: your food. The light afforded me an, 
opportunity of looking round about me. I was: 
den into a ſpacious cavern, matted in one part; 
for that barbarity which doomed me to this ha- 
bitation, had been careful to preſerve me in: 
ſome meafure from the cold and moiſture. Af 
ter having gazed at every thing about me, L ad- 
drefſed my cruel jailer, bitterly inveighed at his 
barbarity, and let him ſee in what contempt IL. 
| held him: but he kept a ſullen ſilence, as. he 
(w. 86 1 always 


. 


r 


d. - ativays did, on bringing me my bread and wa- 
e ter, after that 1 day. 1 115 0 

r. In fact it was not long before I heartily: re- 

., pented of my conduct, in thus having heighten- 

$. ed his reſentment. I remembered he was ſtill 

— the father of my child; and was convinced, I 

WH - ſhould for her fake put a btidle on. my tongue, 

} and not reproach him. 

., I had hkewiſe ſomething like a hope he would 

., at laſt relent; but it forſook me in the end, 


when · many months had paſſed, and he was ſtill 
the ſame: for is it likely, I. would often argue 
thus, he ſhould reduce himſelf to the neoeſſity 
of bringing me my bread and water every other 
day, and therefore never leave his houſe, for 
more than eight and forty hours together; but, 
alas, I did not ſee that hatred, to be ſatisſied 
will undergo much greater pains than love could 
bring itſelf to do. | 3 | 

— "hen I had thus loſt every hope, IL fell into 
deſpair; and durſt imagine my diſtreſs entitled 
me to rid myſelf of life. In this falſe notion, 

I continued nearly four whole days, in which I 
did not eat a morſel. When the — this, 
he thought he would perſuade me, if he could, 

to change my reſolution ; as he did not with my 
death, which would for ever have deprived him 
. of that knowledge he WAS Mill in ho he 
ſhould obtain, when my captivity had been 
much longer; and in fact, he had the means, 
- as you will find, to make me change it. There - 
fore, after theſe four days, in n i 

fg ; tinu 


cw 
— 
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. tinued faſting, he bethought himſelf. of - offer. 
ing me a light, ſome books, and better food, 
till he could think of fome device or other to 
. reſtore me, after having circulated- the idea of 
my death. All this he promiſed, on condition 
I would only give him up this name he wanted 
ſo to know. At ſuch a propoſition, I ſurveyed 
him with abhorrence, Now, faid I, that you 
have rent the tie that held us, I am free to tell 
vou that I love that object, you are pleaſed to 
| — as my ſeducer, more than ever. You 
- renounce then, was his anſwer, —_ notion 
of religion; nay, you .cheriſh' an adulterous 
flame, and kill yourſelf by flow degrees. Bar- 
barian, interrupted I, to plunge me into this 
. abyſs, to put on mourning for my death; and 
after this, to talk of an adulterous. flame, a if 
I ſtill were in reality your wife! If I am ſo, 
where is the proof? where is my child at leaſt; 
but you have killed her. No, replied the 
 _ Duke, to ſuch an accuſation ; for it ſeems, by 
this means he had hopes to work upon me: ſne 
is ſafe, and you 1 ſo, when I let you 
know your mother has her; upon which, he 
held me out a letter, written by her, which 1 
„ „ el, as , + ad fe ET. 
My dear grand child was brought here laſt 
night. Oh how ſhall I deſcribe the agitations 
of my heart, when I received her! ſhe is 
. mine! I find already how I love her ſhe will 
- certainly attach me to the world 9 
not conſole me, ſince the loſs of my on child 


. THE: PUNISHMENT. -. : 6c 


is ſuch, that nothing in the world can be an ob- 
ject for me to rejoice in. I will come next 
year, and -ſee you: we, Will paſs a fortnight 
with you : fince you ſay you cannot quit a 
place your grief for that beloved object Provi- 
dence has ſeparated from you makes ſo dear and 


precious. In the interval, my Lord, be certain 
the dear child you have confided to me ſhalben- 


groſs my motherly attention. She has all the 
| 2090 of her mother, and whenever I behold 


her I am tempted to believe ſhe is reſtored 


to me.“ Ec 


The peruſal 8 of this letter had A den- | 


quence for which. the Duke produced it; - ſince I 
inſtantly” reſolved to live. Oh God! ſaid I, 
that moment falling down upon my knees, I 
thank thee. Thou haſt ſmitten only me. My 
child is where I wiſhed her. I ſubmit then to 

lot, Forgive my murmurs, and prolong my 
lite, if thon hinkſt per. Having uttered 
this, with real fervour, I fell back upon my 
matting, being very weak: the Duke availed 
himſelf of ſuch an opportunity to give me 
ſomething, which I took immediately, and ſaw 
him quit me: after which, we never talked 
again together. It ſhould ſeem, that having 


brought me to forgo my horrid wiſh of famiſh- 
ing, and being wearied out with urging me ſo 


often to declare my lover, he deſigned to leave 


that declaration to myſelf, whenever. I ſhould 


diſpoſed to make it. 


| 
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IN the interval, obſervant of my vow, 


tock the uſual food left for me. The idea thut 
my 
my ſpirits. The remembrance of my fault 


prayers and reſignation; weuld draw. down 
s bleſſings on my child and mother, raiſed 


was what moſt grievouſly oppreſſed me. Al 


my ſorrows are the work, ſaid I, of my. own 
hand. I placed no confidence in the inſtruction 
of my mother. Guilty as I am, heaven ſuf. 
fered her to chuſe a huſband. for me that ſhould 


puniſh my offences; and when married; though 


without new crimes, L might. have, after all, 
been happy; yet inſtead of yanquiſhing a eri 
minal propenſity, I cheriſhed it in ſecret, and 
durſt even write thoſe letters that undid me. 
Theſe reflections made me, weep abundantiy; 
but then, the tears I ſhed: were tears of ples- 
ſure, To lament my faults, was making ſome 
atonement for them. Deſtitute of all things, 
and cut off for ever from ſociety, my heart, 
which had been made to love, reſigned itſelf to 
reaſon, to philoſophy, and to religion, and 
without repugnance, ſuffered a nine - years cap- 
tivity in darkneſs. 


1 paſs Over a deſcription of my. karl 
* 


that fortnight, when, according to the beſt con · 


jectue 
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jecture I could make, my mother, with my 
child, was on her viſit to my huſband. At the 
thought of ſuch a circumſtance, this, this, 1. 
often uſed» to cry, encreaſes the deſpair of my 
captivity.— Oh, mother, mother, I am living; 


but you think me dead, and on the boſom of 
my perſecutor, pour your tears out for my loſs. 


No doubt but you enquire the ſpot where Iam 
buried, and weep over it: but look indiſferent- 
ly round you, and obſerve the place conducting 
to this cavern. In the filence of the night, per- 
haps, not being able to repoſe, you come and 
wander by it. Poſſibly this very inſfant you 
are fitting by that frightful trap; that never will 
be opened for me.— Ah, if it be ſo, you think . 
beyond a doubt, of your unhappy daughter 4 : 
you lament her fate, and cannot hear thoſe! 
cries,” with which ſhe: calls you.—Theſe ideas 
rent my heart, and frequently diſturbed my 
reaſon too; but in proportion as religion came to 
my aſſiſtance, I received from prayer tlie great · 
eſt confolation: All thoſe meditations people 
generally think ſo gloomy; were to me a ſource 
of plealure. With what joy, Þ pondered on 
the. brevity of life! with what ſerenity I con- 
templated upon death! — The haprieft- fate of 
life; ſaid I, within myſelf; is never fully fſatiss. 
fied with earthly happineſs: mankind conſidet 
always leſs the good things they poſſeſs, than 
thoſe they look for. Of what moment is it 
that their hopes be gratified or not. They will 
be always forming new deſires. Can they en- 
n „„ 0 F Sj :-. + Joy 
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Joy the preſent ? Can they be contented with 
it? Why then ſhould I mourn ſo bitterly thoſe . 
things I am deprived of, fince they cannot in 
the end effect my happineſs? I cannot but ex- 
pet to paſs my life away in this diſmaying 

darkneſs; and the future offers me no other than 
the proſpect of a melancholy night.” Let me 
then think of the ſucceeding morn. - Let me 
forget this periſhable life, and fix my thoughts 
on the Eternity that is to follow it: and let 
my hopes in future contemplate that object onl 

Providence has ſuited to the human heart, Tis 
thus I roſe above my wretched lot, by ſalutary 
meditations; and at lait, grew perfectly re- 
ſigned. Not only was my boſom lightened of 
its ſorrow, but my ſtate of darkneſs and captivity 
became habitual to me. I could find out oceu- 
pations. I would walk about my priſon, which 
was ſpactous. I was not without a voice or 
{kill in muſic ; ſo that I would ſing the poetry. 
I knew already, and compoſe. myſelf ſhort 
hymns and ſonnets. When I ſlept, I was not 
void of conſolation, as I often ſaw my child, 
my father and my mother, all three happy in my 
dream. Theſe ſweet illufions gave me back, 
whatever I had loſt, I did not wake, I muſt 
acknowledge, without fighing ; but I ſunk to 
ſteep with pleaſure, Even when awake, joy 
was not, as before, a ſtranger to me: my imay 
gination ſcemed exalted. In the eye of Provi- 
_ dence, I durſt perſuade myſelf I acfed, or, to 
alter the expreſſion, meditated ; and my reſigna- 
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tion made me not unworthy of his favour. 
Witneſs as he was to every thought with · 
in my heart, he drew my contemplation to- 
wards him, and I was not without” company, 
though ſhut up from mankind. Aſter the pri- 
vation of thoſe objects I moſt : loved, the light 
of heaven was what I very oft regretted; and 
J could not think how any one could be aban- 
doned to deſpair in ſlavery or impriſonment, if 
he had only a ſmail- window to look through 
and ſee the face of nature: In reality, I was ſo 
ſar accuſtomed' to my ſituation, that inſtead of 
hoping for the moment of my death to end it, I 
found more than once that death was to be fear- 
ed by” me as well as others. Frequently I 
wanted food; the Duke weuld ſometimes bring 


me a ſufficiency for three; four, five, or half a 


dozen days. I underſtood on theſe occaſions 
he · deſigned to take ſome little journey or ano- 
ther: and whenever my proviſions were ex- 
hauſted nearly, I began to be uneaſy. Any 
accident that might have happened to the Duke, 
would have involved my: — - and this idea 
made me pray that he might be continually 
well and happy. It is tue, I looked no lon- 
ger with averſion on him. Could I find it dif- 
ficult to do ſo, having triumphed over love. I 
heartily compaſſionated his condition; had a 
feeling for the dreadful ſituation of his ſoul, 
and thought myſelf ſufficiently: avenged. At 
tirſt, he never came into my cavern, but his 
preſence made me almoſt ſwoon away. At laſt, 
ff. .. 


; 
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however, I deſired to have him come, He 
made ſome little noiſe, and interrupted the diſ- 
maying ſilence round me. I can never tell you 
what a ſtrong defire I had for any kind of 
noiſe. And, when the thunder was exceſſive, 
J could hear it. I was then, as I imagined, 
leſs alone. I heard it awfully roll over me, 
with no leſs pleaſure than attention; and as 
foon as it was huſhed, grew ſad. This was my 
ſituation nearly half a dozen years, in all 
which time, I was afflicted for na other circum: 
ſtance than that of being wholly ignorant of 
every thing relating to my child, and parents, 
I would often aſk the Duke about them; but 
could get no anſwer from him. I had need of 
all my courage to ſupport this ſituation. of une 
certainty, on ſuch an intereſting point. 


a 


LETTER VI. 
DELIVERANCE. 


HOWEVER, my deliverance was, at laſt ap- 
proaching ; and God's goodneſs meant wt 
me back with uſury for all the ſorrow I 
ſuffered. Hitherto, my bread and water had 
been regularly ſerved me : but one day I was 

without ſupply. - I ſlept at night, however, 
tolerably well; and all next day, remained in 
anxious expectation of what did not come. 


tenance and tone of voice proclaimed, as he- 


Night followed: thirſt and hunger hindered - 
me from ſleeping ; and the next day finiſhed 
like the former. So that I was now entirely. 
exhauſted, and ſuppoſed death certain. I pres» 
pared to meet it as I ought; and yet, the re- 
collection of my ehild and parents troubled me. 
Unhappy child and mother, I cried out. Dear 

authors of my being, I muſt die then, and not 
have your benediction. Oh, my child, I can» 
not give you mine. At this diſtreſſing moment, 
when your mother is ſurrendering her laſt 
breath, you are enjoying, very likely, the di- 
verſions ſuited to your age. Deſpairing ſitua- 
tion! I am dying here; and time, tince my ſup- 
poſed deceaſe, has comforted all thoſe that loved 
me once. But why do I complain, when my 
affliction will ſo ſoon be over? Pardon me, great 
God, this guilty weakneſs, I abjure it. Oh, 
my judge and tather, call me to thee. I was 
praying thus, when all at once, the door flew 
open; and inſtead. of my relentleſs perſecutor, 
came in one that I had never ſeen before; I 
thought ſo then at leaſt. Oh, heaven! who 
are you? I cried out. Speak to me; are you the 
accomplice of my tyrant, or an angel ſent to 
ſave me? He was all this while advancing to- 


wards me. I looked full upon him: but, ok 


Providence! who was it I beheld, The Count. 
Oh yes, it is indeed, ſaid I, the Count, I can. 
not be miſtaken, It was really the Count 
and at the firſt, he recollected me: my caun* 


| ipformed- 
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informed me after, who I was. He fell upon 
the ground before me; he ſhed tears. Again 


he fixed his eyes. upon me.: he attempted to ſay 


ſomething ; but could hardty utter any ithing 


diſtinctly: he accuſed! and. bleſſed the hand of 


Heaven: the exceſs within him of compaſſion; 
gave his joy the 2 deſpair and fu- 
ry. We ſpoke both at once without replying 
to each other, without underſtanding even each 
other; till at laſt, the Count got up, and in a 
tone of vehemence, cried out, Barbarian! exe» 
crable monſter! can there be a'puniſhment:ſat- 
_ ficient for your crime? And you, continued 
he, aſſiſting me to riſe, unhappy victim of a 
tyger, you are free. The word was ſcarcely 
uttered, when I made an: effort to obtain the 
door; but ſtopping ſhort, ont recolle&tion;} I 
cried; out, Ah, Count, you are indeed my 
ſaviour; but the liberty you give me, can it, 
after all, contribute to my happineſs ? Alas! 
I dare not aſk you: my 3 ?— They 
are living, ſaid the Count. Oh heaven re- 


plied I, hearing theſe glad. tidings. And my 


child? She too, is living, anſwered he, and 
well. Oh, bounteous: Providence, what grati- 
tude, cried I, and: knelt, can poſſibly repay 
ſuch unexampled goodneſs. In one moment, 
thou rewardeſt me for all my ſufferings. Oh, 
my generous benefactor, went I, on addreſ- 
ſing now the Count; for your reward, know 
this, that I am innocent; but let me aſk one 


queſtion. Certainly the Duke is ill 
„ wo ©," 4 
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yes, replied the Count; and in the greateſt - 
danger. Quit this horrid habitation; Let the 
execrable wretch, before he can have time to 
die, be told that you are free. No, inter- 
rupted I, it is my father and my mother only, 
that ſhould take me from my priſon: guided 
by them only, can I quit it. I conjured him 
upon this to ſend a meſſenger to Rome: he 
promiſed he would do ſo; and I wrote the fol- 
lowing letter with a pencil he had then about 
im:; 5 Th Eh 
i Oh my dear, dear parents 1 I exiſt. . Come, 
then, and with. your preſence, give me real 
life. Oh, come and take me out of priſon 1. 
Come and chear me, after all the ſorrows J 
have ſuffered 1? - : Foote rot nt 5 
What I wrote was hardly legible. The 
Count, perceiving I was fixed upon remaining 
in my priſon till the arrival of my parents, — | 
the keys into my hands of every door; and left 
the cavern, after having ſolemnly aſſured me he 
| would ſend my meſſage by expreſs, to Rome, 
diſſemble with kis uncle, and return next night. 
When I was left alone, I underwent, as I ima- 
ined, no leſs terror than at firſt, when I Was 
brought into the cavern, notwithſtanding I had 
now a light. Immoveable upon my matting, . 
where the Count had left me, I ſcarce breath» 
ed. I durſt not lift my eyes up; yet at inter- 
vals, I ventured to look round. The light 
was far from comforting ; it terrified me, as I 


now could ſee my gloomy habitation. — 5 
| unable 
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unable to ſupport my ſpirits in this ſtate, I roſe 
at laſt; I took my light, arid opened the firſt 
gate which led into a ſort of gillery, I went 
along it, reached another door; which, after 
I. had opened it, I found was at tlie bottom of 
tke ſtairs, conducting from the garden. 
aſcended, and ſat down upon the top one. 
Till the hour of fix next morning, I continued 
in this ſituation. All at once I thought I heard 
a noiſe. It was the warbling /of the birds. 1 
cannot give you a deſcription of the joy I. felt 
on this oecafion, which was heightened àfter- 
wards by other noiſes, as the ſound of clocks, 
the bark of dogs, and ſo forth. I now longed' 
for night, that I might ſee the Count again, 
and queſtion him upon a thouſand articles; *As 
for example, I was ' anxious to be told how 
long I might have been in'prifon; Before I 
ſaw the Count, I fancied I' was nearly fifty; 
but his youthful look, convinced me that ad- 
yerfity and ſorrow are bad meaſurers of time. 
He came at midnight. After he had told me 
of his having wrote that morning to my pa- 
rents, and diſpatehed my __ with his fetter, 
by expreſs, and that the Duke was worſe than 
he had been the day before; I prayed him to 
inform me how he came to be entruſted, by his 
uncle, with a ſecret of ſuch import, as. the fact 
of my confinement ; upon which, the Count 
begun as follows „„ 7 
J had been a year upon my travels, when I 
heard of your pretended death; and * be 
f „ din I 28 me 5 -- 


i * . : * 
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Duke was inconſolable * having loſt you. 
This laſt eireumſtance, I muſt acknowledge, 
weakened the antipathy I had conceived againſt 
him. I continued two years after, travelling: 
and at laſt, reealled by buſineſs; I came back 
to Italy, My uncle. being now my guardian, 
I could not avoid a viſit to him, and that ; viſit 
would, I knew, , be introductory . to many 
others: but what ſtill; ſeemed worſe, I Wũʃ4¾ↄ 
obliged . to pay that viſit | here; becauſe the 
Duke went very rarely out, and never farther 
than to Naples, where he did not ſtay above 
two days, at any time. I ſaw your portait 
hung in almoſt, every room; and from that 
circumſtance, conceived a better notion of the 
wretch whoſe victim you have been. He ma- 


| nifeſted ſuch, affliction. for you, that preferripg 
his ſociety to any other perſon's, I came regu- 


larly once a year, and ſtaid whole months. 


About laſt January, he. fell ill, and ſent to 


have me with him. When I came, I, found 


him dying, though he did not keep his bed; 


but went about. I even thought I could per- 
ceive his underſtanding was not right at times. 


For nine years paſt, devoured with ſome inte- 


rior cauſe of ſorrow and remorſe, as he had 
ſeemed to be, exiſtence was a burden. After 
this, becoming every day ſtill feebler, he was 
forced a week ago to take his bed; and late 


laſt night, ſent word he wiſhed to have a little 


converſation with, me. I made haſte, and 


z 
4 
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came down ſtairs ; when telling me he had: 
' ſecret of the laſt importance for me, I wa; 
ſworn to keep it faithfully ; on which, be. 
holding me, as JI imagined, rather wildly,— 
Family conſiderations, he began, compel me 
to keep priſoner here, a wicked woman, who 
has merited no leſs than death. She muſt be 
now in want of food. Go, nephew, then, and 
take her ſome. But I apprize you of one 
' circumſtance ; that ſhe is quite beſide herſelf: 
fo mind not what ſhe ſays ; but after you have 
put her food down in her cell, come back im- 
mediately. Some other time, I will take care 
to let you know her name and ſtory, Upon 
this, my uncle told me of this cavern; let me 
have the keys, and recommended me to do the 
buſineſs ſpeedily, The monſter, taking it for 
granted 1 had never ſeen you, thought, no 
oubt, he could not place his confidence upon 
a properer perſon, and thus put your deſtiny 
into my power. s Au „51 
When he had finiſhed: this recital, he con- 
jured me to relate my ſtory; but becauſe 1 
could not gratify His wiſh: without cre 
too my ſentiments reſpecting him, I faid 
could not enter on the tale before my parents 
were arrived. According to the Count's idea, 
leſs than two days would not do to bring my 
father to me. Much leſs agitated now, and 
more at leiſure to reflect on matters, I enjoyed 
for four · and- twenty hours, thoſe . 
53 . | EL 19 
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fations the arrival of my parents was adapted 
to inſpire; but in the ſequel,” my impatience 
rowing greater, as the hour of my deliverance 
Gow nearer, it became a torment ſcarcely to be 
borne. I never felt, before that period, any 
thing that could compare with thoſe emotions 
I experienced the whole night preceding what 
I was to look on as the happieſt, by a deal, of 

all my days. I had a watch before me, which 

the Count, at my requeſt, had left behiifd 
him; and conſidered: the flow motion of its 
hands quite round the circle, every inſtant, 1 
ſuppoſed I heard a noiſe. I ſtarted, My who 

we! of blood was boiling in my veins, a 

every pulſe beat violently in me. Theſe ſen- 
ſations were increaſed, when, at the uſual time, 
I heard the birds burſt forth, announcing the 
return of day, of. that auſpicious' day, which 
would reſtore me to the world, and reinſtate 


me in thoſe ſacred and ineftimable rights of 


child and mother. In the end, that moment, 
firſt created to indemnify me for an age's ſuffer- 
ing, came. Redoubled cries, tumultuous voices 

ſuddenly were heard. Soon after, I diftin- 
guiſhed the mixed noiſe of coaches, horſes, 
and a throng of people. It increaſed. I trem- 
bled. But, oh heavens ! what voice ſoon after 
ſtruck my ear! It was my mother's! She called 
out; my child | my child! My heart flew to- 


wards. her. Gracious God! ſaid I, who gaveſt 
me ſtrength to bear up under my misfortunes, 


let not this exceſs of tranſport overwhglm me. 
s „ I am 


mother 
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74 THE FIRST FAULT DANGEROUS. 
I am dyin Muſt J yield the ghoſt up at my 

> pee ? —As I was uttering theſe laſt 
words, my door flew open. I ruſhed through 
it. Notwithſtanding the intolerable brightneſs, 
of the day, that hurt my dazzled eyes, [ 
ſaw, and at firſt fight remembered my dear 
parents. TI ſent forth a cry; and threw myſelf 
into their arms. Oh, who can tell the raviſh- 
ment I felt on this occaſion! I was now re- 
clining on the boſom of a tender mother, and 
my countenance was inundated with her tears, 
My father on his knees before me, was with 
ardour graſping both my hands in his. I faw 
the day light once again; and I was ſure my 
child would be reſtored me. This dear inſtant 
realized the utmoſt of my hopes, and- ſatisfied 


the wiſhes of my heart, 


IT will not give you a detail of what I felt in 
theſe firſt moments. In reality, I felt ſo much, 


b I could not poſſibly expreſs my joy in any other 


manner than by tears ard ſobs. Ar laſt, my 


father, raifing me affectionately in his arms, 


cried out: Come, come, my child, and leave 
this horrible abode, where guilt has for ſo long 
a ſeaſon, cruſhed your innocence. At this, 
IT roſe: I looked about me, and obſerved 


the force my father had brought with him, 
to deliver me, and which he would have uſed, 
if he had found it needful. But arriving here, 
ſaid he, I learned your infamous oppreſſor 


had but juſt before expired. And, therefore, 
you afc now delivered from an execrable 
792323 3 y » R | tyrant. | 


/ i 


DELIVERANCE. „ 


tyrant, I returned no other anſwer to theſe 
words than embracing my dear father once again, 
and ſhedding a new ſtream. of tears; for, not- 
withſtanding all my happineſs, I could not but 
compaſſionate the unhappy Duke, Alas! ſaid I, 
if Jhad loved him, he would not have had to 
anſwer for ſo many crimes, but lived in honour, 
and been happy. This reflection, by exciting 

my compaſſion, made it painful, and ofercloud- . 


ed all my joy. 


rr R vl. 


Tuk BENEFIT or MisFORTUNES. 


UPON the morrow, we ſet out, and reach- 
ing Rome, I ſaw that child I fo affectionately 
loved. I locked her jn my arms. I faw the 
tears ſhe ſhed, and heard her, call me mother, 
My whole ſoul was fatisfied ; and I enjoyed the 
charms of every thing about me. TI. received, 
not only from my child, but common objects 
too, enjoyments no leſs ſweet than new. The 
firſt time I went out by moon light, I received 


an inexpreſſible delight from contemplating the 


ſoft brightneſs of that planet, and the ſky 
adorned with ſtars. I could not walk in any 
garden, without ſtopping to admire the objects 
round me, I was never tired of gazing at the 
flowers, fruits, trees, and other verdure. And 
the ſetting of the ſun, with the aurora, that 
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576 THE FIRST FAULT DANGEROUS. | 


majeſtic ſight, were exquiſitely charming. Oh, 
great God! I was coutinually ſaying, as 1 
walked along in contemplation by | myſelf, 
what miracles has not thy power and goodneſs 
= faſhioned for us! and can human beings, with 
unparalleled ingratitude, diſdain them; think 
* ing that amid ſo many bleflings, they are 
wretched, 5 5 
It was thus, my heart reſigned itſelf entirely 
to the happineſs it had ſo long been utterly de- 
prived of, while I paſſed three months, and 
9 upwards, with my parents, in the palace I 
1 was born in: but, I own. I dig not lee again 
| the Maxchioneſs, who had occaſioned all m 
ſorrows, unreluctantly. The Count, Page 
=_ ter my arrival, followed me : and in the pre- 
= ſence of my parents, I related all my ſtory to 
4 him. Having finiſhed it, he fell upon bis 
knees, and gave a looſe to the expreſſions of 
His gratitude and admiration. What! ſaid 
he; by naming me, you might have ſhunned 
ſo horrible a deſtiny, but would not? It was 
1, firſt plunged you into that abyſs, and whilſt 
ou groaned and ſuffered in it, I beheld that 
bebt you were deprived of. May I be permit: 
ted to indulge an expectation, that my love 
may be accepted to attane for all the ſorrows 
it has brought upon you ? "TIM 
Hearing this, my father getting up, em: 
5 braced the Count affectionately; and by ſuch 
5 an action, let me underſtand his wiſhes; but, 
| for my part, having given up not only the re- 
1 J 
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THE BENEFIT OF MISFORTUNES. 7 


ality, but every thought of that unhappy paſ- 
fon, which bad . ſo much 8 
aſcendancy within me, I conceived I could not 
now indulge it; and in anſwer to the Count, 
deſcribed the ſituation of my ſoul, in ſuch. a 
manner, that he loſt at once, all hopes of . 
happy, as he termed it. He left Rome, an 

lived ſome months at Naples; but the motives 
that had wrought upon him to withdraw, ſoon. 
Drought him back; and to enjoy that friend- 
ſhip, I expreſſed in his behalf, he ſettled with 


us for the future. 


In the interim, the value of my happineſs 
increaſed upon me daily; and by God's good 
grace, inſtead of hardening me to ſhut out the 
afflictions of my fellow creatures from my 
heart, it made' me more compaſſionate, and 
more deſirous to relieve them. I had lain nine 
years upon the ground, and known what hun- 
ger, thirſt, and cold were. One advantage, 


therefore, if not more, had my misfortunes 


gained me. They had drawn me nearer the 
Divinity, by filling my whole heart with mer» 


cy. I permitted not the voice of pleaſure to 


divert me from the groanings of the poor, 


when they implored my pity : the idea of their 


melancholy. fituation made me recollect my 
own, In them, I ſaw my fellow creatures; 
and the conſolation I afforded them, to me was 
heartfelt ſatisfaction. I was far from thinking 
I had done my duty, when the poor man,. who 
implored my ſuccour, was aſſiſted. I went 
„ „ 


78 THE FIRST FAULT DANGEROUS, 
out in ſearch of ſuch; convinced, that none 
are greater objects of compaſſion than thoſe 
children of misfortune, that complain in ſe- 
\ cret, and that often dare not ſupplicate the 
triflle which would fave their lives, I may 
aſſert thus much, and not be looked upon as 
oſtentatious, fince this mercy in my heart was 
not a virtue, It was ſomething I was forced on 
to be happy. RE ee 
| I was ſeyen-and-twenty, when I left my 
priſon; and my child was ten. Entirely occu- 
pied upon her education, I paſſed five years 
more. My daughter being fifteen now, and 
looked on as the richeſt match in Italy, was 
ſought for by the greateſt families in Rome. 
But for a long time paſt, y choice was fixed 
within me, though not publiſhed. I conſulted 
on that head, my daughter. She avowed at 
once, that ber 1deas correſponded with my. 
wiſhes; and my parents likewiſe, perfectly ap; 
proved of my deſign. The Count, yet young, 
of an engaging figure, virtuoully diſpoſed, 
and maſter of a brilliant fortune, had refulet 
the fajreſt offers. It was, therefore to. this 
faithful lover, this dear friend, this ſaviour, 
I reſolved. to make a tender of my daughter. 
Take her, ſaid I; ſhe is yours. - She loves 
you. She is fifteen years of age, as I was, 
when I firſt met with you, and brings back 
to your remembrance (I am told at leaſt fo) 
both my form, and way of thinking, Fortune 
gs Yu now, what Soqmerty 15 won hone 


THE BENEFIT OF MISFORTUNES. 39 | 


and, for me, as circumſtances ſeem to prove, 
I was not born to make you happy, nothing 
can conſole me under ſuch a ditappointment, 
but the thought of ſeeing you made happy 


= 


with my daughter. 


To abridge this ſtory, much too long al- 
ready, every thing was ſettled ; and that-ver 
night, the Count became my ſon: in law. 1 
ſtaiqhſtill one year more in Rome; when, find- 
ing every thing ſucceed as well as mother ever 
hoped for, I determined to withdraw myſelf, 
and ſettle in the country, I pitched upon Al- 
benga, where I write this letter, for your enter- 


tainment and improvement, ſince it 2 


you out the danger commonly attending a 


firſt fault: and which, dear children, if you 


value your own peace, you will be careful to 


avoid, inſtructed by my ſad example. Every 
day, I thank God's providence, not only for 


the bleſſings I enjoy, but for the ſorrows I 
have ſuffered, ſince thoſe ſorrows have at- 


toned for my tranſgreſſions, purified my bo- 


ſom, and inſtructed me to know the value of 
that happineſs, that for theſe four years paſt 
has been reſtored me: 7; _ 
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Sent by .the E ditor, to an elegant young Lady — 
of Hackney, whom he accidentally met pps 
in a Stage Coach. 7 


F 


XX ZEN accident, the other day, 

VV Threw me, fair maid, into thy way, 
me in couch I rode; 7 

Full in thy view; what beauteous mard, | 

Thus to myſelf, well pleas'd, I faid, 

' Has fortune here brflowed? 1 


„ „ 
With joy and admiration mix d, 
My pleas'd and wond'ring view I fix'd 
On thy engaging mein; ; 
| For till that day, a form and air 
So innoeent, ſoft, ſweet, and fair, 
Methought J had not ſeen, 


F III. a 


VERSES. | 81 


III. 


Let others prate of flames and darts, 
Tranſpiereing their enamoured hearts ; 
is all an ideot rant. 
If ſuch'vain ſtuff thou ever hear, 4 
Think they can never be fincere 
- Who in ſuch manner cant. 
IV. 
Ie Nah are not thine ; or darts, my "IM ; 
For flames will burn, and darts will tear 
The boſom they poſſeſs: 
And thou, whom op'ning charms adorn 


With ev'ry grace, wert never born 
Thy lover to diſtreſs. 


V 
I from thy looks imbib'd a ſenſe. 
Placid and kind; a joy, that thence, 
O'er m whole heart flow'd in: 
And when thou ſpak'ſt; oh then, my ear 


Drank the ſoft ſound; as from their ſphere 
* had ſtoopꝰd to ſing, 


VI. 


Tf thy remembrance ſerve thee now, — 
When of the dance we ſpoke, and thou 
Said'ſt tv. a feaven befor, — 
Heaven— (to myſelf twas thus I pray? d). 
Be in thy ſports, my gentle maid, + 
Aud 4 eld thee from * Woes 


VII. 


82 VERSES. 


. 
Tell, if thou canſt, what ſecret wax 
Hadit thou my boſom thus to ſway? 
Ingenuous charmer, tell: | 
Sweet child of nature, ſay what cauſe, 
Now while I write, my mem'ry draws, 
Thus on thy form to dwell. 


VIII. 


I fee it plain before me now 
Thy front ſerene; thy polithed brow; 
Thy penetrating eye; End 
Thy lips, thro? which ſenſe ſweetly flow'd, + 
While thy diſcourſe beguiled the road, |, 
Whote end too ſoon was nigh. _ 


IX. 


I ſee thy calm, thy decent look, 
With lines pourtray'd, as ina book, 
Where men may read good things: 
1 ſee that gentleneſs of air 
Which only reigns, divinely fair, 
Where innocence firſt ſprings, 
Twice fell thy hat off; and thy hair 
Twice ſhowed me, that, in ringlets fair, 
Wav'd o'er thy ſnowy neck. 
Sweet was the fight! I ſaw it then; 
And fee it now, in thought agen, my 
The ſame ſmooth object ek. 
„ 


% 


VERSES. 


> 

Of no mean wiſh am I poſſeſt; 
No thought of sELF is in my breaſt : 

For, as when firſt we met, 
Greatly, I wiſhed to do thee good, 
Poor as I am, twas all I could, 

That wiſh inſpires me yet. 

XII. | 

Hear, then, my counſel ; and fince fair 
Nature has formed thee, guard with care 

The temple of thy frame: 
Raſhneſs avoid no leſs than ſin; 


Let no raſh act, in future, bring 
A blot on 's name. 


XIII. 


Vice I not bid thee flee; her mein 

That, to be loath'd, needs but be ſeen, 
Abhorrent thou ait ſhun. 

Err not by marrying even in haſte; 


That, of life's peace full oft makes waſte, 


Ere the firit year be run. 


XIV, 


If I do thus or thus; what then? 
day to thyſelf, ſhould artful men 


Clandeſtine ties propoſe, 1 


While, the dear parents grief turns auild, 


What will they think of the dear child, 
Whence now their comfort flows ? 


$ 2 
* 

7. 

- 


1 


xv. 


6 


This from a friend; indulge the ſtrain 
Nor be his verſe perus'd in vain.— 
When thou firſt met his view, 
Eſteem ſprung up within his heart, 
And when compelled too ſoon to part, 
KReluctant he withdre x. 
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j 


Sent, likewiſe, to the elder Sifler of the pre- 
ceding young Lady, whom the E ditor met 
with, it the ſame Coach, a Week after, 


* 1 
WOULD; yet cannot well begin. 
I know not, in what ſtrains to ſing ; 
- Left they ſhould flattery ſeem: 
And thou ſuppoſe, becauſe my lays 
Have warbled forth thy ſiſter's praiſe, 
| Thou muſt be'now their theme. 


II, 


But tis not, deareſt *'®, ſo: 
At friendſhip's call, my lines would flo 
Than now not more or leſs, 

If the too frugal hand of heav n, 
No other pledge than thee had given, 
Thy parents loves to bleſs. 
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III. 


Doubt not my truth, then, when 1 fay, 


How happy to me was the day $ 
When I beheld thy face: 
> Where thou wert ſet, 1 had ſurveyed 
A heav*nly-looking ſweet young maid, 
 Oweet in her native grace. 8 


. 
And on my mind, her form, her air, 
Her face beyond all utt'rance fair, 


A deep impreſſion left. N 
While chearfulneſs in vain I ſought; 


Since of their fight, I ſtood, methought, 


Eternally bereft. 
. 
ut at thy fight, companion dear, 
When er founded in my ear, 
| Bright thoughts reviv'd again: 
Since not alone, methought, I might 


Once more obtain that ſiſter's fight © 
But thou reliev'd'ſt my pain. 


- f 
So Peter, when in chains he lay, 


Freedom regained : night fled, and day 


Illum'd the darkneſs round: 
Not only was he free, and knew 
Dieliv'rance; but his Saviour too 
A radiant angel found, 


vn. 


VERSES. 


+ 4 
Blame not my ſtyle; for tis eſteem, 
And friendſhip that ſuggeſts the theme, 
In every thing, thy heart 
Looks on as dear, my anxious breaſt, 
Ty thou may*ſt be entirely bleſt ; 
And takes a tender part. 


VIII. 


Up riſe thy parents to my view 
A4. in . r to Heas . t ſue 
That they may hve to ſee © 
Therr children thrive, with large increaſe | 
Of bonour, happineſs, and peace, 
From all misfortunes free 1 
IX. 
Tread this life's track, and journey on 
In j vor, of which the common throng 
ave never had a ſenſe; 

And when at laſt, their date muſt end, 


Both to one ſepulehre deſcend, 
Without a CTY borne hence. 


X 7 i.x 


Far off, thy woo bike ©. £08 Bt 653 
Tho' Rounfe yet ſtout of heart, and bold, 
o er the toſſing wave: 
Him too, with ſtorms, perhaps, now driven, 
I recommend by prayer to Heav'n ;: 
Whoſe arm aue can far. 


„„ CTALRSRL 


I 

Poor little friend! even though no ſtorm, - 

Should, while I write, the ſea deform ; 
Since thou muſt take thy ſtand _ 

High on the deck, and watch by night, 

When not a ſtar befriends the fight, 
While we are ſafe on land. 


XII. 


How could his mother let him go 
Where waves might beat, and tempeſts blow: 
Her laſt-born, darling boy ? „„ 
But Heaw'n, (no doubt) ſhe faid, with heart 
That ſorely bled, when forc'd to pau, 
Will guard my fav” rite joy. | 


| XIII. 5 
So mine, when on life's verge ſhe lay, 
Moſt for my ſake was mov'd to pray 
How will his littleneſs, TE. 
When by nunumbered ills beſet, 
Sand up: ſhe ſaid and wept; but yet, 
HFeav'n, as I found, could bleſs. 


XIV. 


mu” _ . of thy houſe, I ſee; 

A little prattling qmpany | 

And take chem ih wy arms £ | 
ones to my heart, that o'er them yearns, 
Pray for their welfare, and by turns 
SGSaze on their infant charms. 


* 


XV. 
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. 
Theme of my ſong, oh *, deign 
This off ring of poetic ſtrain, 
Sent by a real friend: 
A friend !—Can friendſhip's facred light 
Riſe in the heart then, at firſt ſight, . 
Friendſhip, that ne'er ſhould end? 


J e 
Yes, it can riſe; for, gentle maid, 


Such didſt thou ſeem when firſt ſurvey'd ; 


Such thy enchanting air; 
Such thy bland manners : ſuch thy way, 
Mixture alike of grave and gay; 

That all ſeem'd heav'nly fair. 

XVII. 5 
And if tis Heav'n's propitious will, 


That Nature's hand, with all her ſkill, 75 


Should put forth a fair form. 
When ſuch a perfect work we view, . 
What muſt within a heart enſue, 
That nature's feelings warm? 
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A FARMER's ſervant, living in the neigh- 
bourhood of London, being ſent to town 

one day, on buſineſs, went into a pawnbro- 
ker's, and laying down his bat upon the comp» 
ter, begged th maſter of the fhop would let 
him have five ſhillings on it. Do you take me 
for a fool? replied the maſter. I would not 
advance you two-pence on your hat. Bad as ĩt 
may be, faid the countryman, I would not 
ſell it for five guineas; yet, I waht the money 

I have aſked you for. My mafter owes me 
* thirty ſhillings wages; but his ſon is dead, and 
he muſt bury him; fo that he cannot pay me 
yet; but in the interim, I muſt have money 
for a debt I owe, or elſe my creditor, who has 
already ſued me at the court of conſcience, and 
obtained an execution, will before the day is 
over, ſeize my furniture. The debt and coſts 
are fix-and-twepty ſhillings; and I have a gui- 
nea by me. Having often bought things at 
Pour ſhop, though this is the firſt time I erer 


came 


r 


* 


IE LUCKY HAT. _ 


came to borrow of you, I ſuppoſed you would 


not ſcruple to oblige me. What I want is no- 
thing to ſo rich a tradeſman, but a deal to me; 
and at the worſt, my hat will be a ſurety for 
the money, Oh, tis much more valuable than 
you thin for. He was going on at this rate, 
when the maſter of the ſhop, with great con- 
tempt turned round, and would not hear him. 
As it chanced, there was a gentleman: at 
that time in the ſhop, who ſeeing, as he paſſed, 
a pair of 7 in the window, had come in 
to purchaſe them, and liſtened to the converſa- 
tion of the countryman, becauſe his look and 
manner ſeemed extraordinary. He approachei 
him, therefore with five ſlullings in his hand, 
and told him, there was what he wanted, Since, 
{aid he, the maſter of the ſhop is not diſpoſed 
to take your hat, receive from me the ſum you 
are in need of; and ſo ſaying, he went out- be- 


fore the countryman, who ſeemed quite mo- 
tionleſs with joy and wonder, could find 


4 


words to thank him. „ 7 

Five weeks afterwards, this very gentleman - 
was goin in his carriage, over London Bridge, 
_ card a 377 8 to his _— 7 | 

e thought, cry fop. He put his out o 
the ne * 8 man upon the 
pavement, running after him, whoſe face he 
recollocted; upon which he pulled the check 
ſtring, and the carriage fopphl. | 5 


| 7 5 » 
The man was in an inſtant at the door. Ex- 


. 


duſe me, fir, ſaid he, I am quite out of breath 


2 * 


9 THE LUCKY HAT. 
with running after you. Pray, are not you the 
gentleman that put a crown into my hand, 
about a month ago, at ſuch and ſuch a ſhop? 
The GENTLEMAN. I am fo, friend,” 
The CounTRYMAN. Well, here then is 
pour money, fir, * You did not give me time 
enough to thank you for the favour; and much 
leſs, to aſk your name. The maſter of the 
ſhop knew nothing of you. I have been here 
every Sunday, hoping I ſhould ſee you paſs; 
and happily I have at laſt diſcovered you. T 
ſhould have been unhappy, had I not merwith 
you. May God's bleſſing reſt on you and 
yours, for ſuch a ſervice as you did me. 
The GENTLEMAN. I am very glad I had 
the opportunity of ſerving ſuch an honeſt man; 
but yet I own, I never thought I ſhould have 
had again this money. Twas a little preſent I 
deſigned you. 1 1 . 
The CounTRYMAN. - That I did not know, _ 
fir; and, beſides, I never take a doit, for which 
IT have not worked. I had not done you any 
ſervice, while by lending me this money, you 
obliged me greatly. Let me beg you, ſir, to 
RO 1 _— . ag 
he GENTLEMAN. No, poſitively, my got 
friend, I will not: for 8 va an: 8 tis 
neither yours nor mine. Do me the pleaſure to 
buy ſomething with it for your children; and 
inform them, whom it comes from. © - © 
The CouxTayMan. Be it ſo, then. I | 
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ſhould be ungrateful, were I to refuſe the fa- 
your you defign them, < 7 
The GENTLEMAN. Well, that matter now 

is over, But inform me; for, ſince firſt I ſaw 
you, I have often thought of what I am. about 
to mention: How could you require five ſhil- 
lings, on a hat, ſcarce worth the quarter of that 
none; | 1 

The CounTRYMAN., Tis worth every thing 
to me. | Ps 

The GENTLEMAN. How fo, pray? 

The CounTaymMan. I will\tell you, fir. 
Some years ago, a nobleman, then living in 
our village, had an only fon, who, ſliding on 
a pond, fell in; and would have periſhed, if I 
had not fortunately got him out. My Lord 
was not ungrateful for this ſervice done him ; 
but preſented me ſoon after with a cottage, and 
ſome land, and married me to one of his own 
lervants, an induſtrious woman. This is not 
the whole; as I had loft my hat, by ſome 
means or another, in the pond, he put his own 
upon my head, which then, fir, was a ſpecial 
good one; ſaying I deſerved a crown, inſtead 
of ſuch a trifle. Judge, then, if I ſhould not 
bighly prize this hat. I never wear it in the 
country; for though great misfortunes have de- 
prived me of the farm his Lordſlup's bounty 
gave me, and at preſent I am ſervant to ano- - 
ther, I have, notwithſtanding, many items there, 
| that every moment of the day recall my bene- 
 faftor's memory to me. My dear wife and 

43 ES 8 children. 


„ THE LUCKY HAT. 


children, ſeem continually ſpeaking of him. 
But, whenever I come up to town, I wear it; 
ſo that I may have about me ſomething to re- 
member him. At preſent, I am only ſorry it 
is grown ſo bad. See, fir, tis almoſt gone. 
But while there 1s but the leaft bit remaining, 
ſhall always think it valuable. 4 
Need I ſay the gentleman was moved at this 
affecting ſtory ? He took out a card, and being 
in a hurry, gave it to the countryman, with, 
\ here is my direction: I muſt leave you now; 
but call next Sunday morning at my houſe, or 
any other morning, if your work will let you. 
I expect, at fartheſt, you will come next 8 
day, near about this time. . 9 
Jhe countryman was punctual; and the gen- 
tleman addreſſed him to the following purport: 
My dear friend, ſaid he, and took him by the 
band. You have not faved an only ſon of 
mine; but you have done me, notwithſtanding 
that, a real ſervice, in affording me the oppor- 
tunity of loving ſtill much more my fellow 
creatures, by this proof, that there 1s one more 
heart, than I was previouſly informed of, full 
of gratitude. The light in which you view 
this hat, convinces me you cannot be ungrate- 
ful, Since then hats, if I may fay fo, 2 
fo honoured on your head, here is another 
for you. I expect not you ſhould put away 
your benefactor's ; but, when that is gone, I beg 
you. will allow the favour of ſurvivorſhip to 
mine, And every year, upon the w_—_ 


replace it. 
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day of Auguſt, there ſhall be another ready to 


This was nothing but a ſcheme the gentle- 
man made uſe of, that he might not wound the 
pride or delicacy of the countryman. He knew 
that people, when tbey give, ſhould elevate 
the hearts of thoſe they would oblige. When 
he had taken this firſt ſtep, he found it eaſier to 
find new pretexts for laying obligations on his 
family ; and he was well rewarded for his boun- 


ty; by obſerving that the objects of it were al- 


moſt as happy in their gratitude, as he in his 
beneficence. | . 


"RETALIATION. 
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| A FOR EI GN merchant, having fold a 


certain Roman py 16 falſe for. real 
jewels, ſhe demanded juſtice of her huſband - 


on the criminal. The Emperor, who was re- 


nowned for clemency and mercy, could not 


calm his wife; and, therefore, doomed the 


jeweller to be expoſed for puniſhment in the. 
Arena, On the day of puniſhment, the Em- 
preſs was preſent, to enjoy her vengeance; 2 
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the court accompanied her: but inſtead G 2 
ferocious lion, which ſhe thought would be let 
looſe to tear him peacemeal, there came out a 
lamb. The empreſs, thinking ſhe was ridi- 


culed by this proceeding, loudly vented her 
complaints: But, why are you offended thus? 
began her huſband, I have puniſhed the of- 


fender in a proper manner. He deceived you, | 
and is now deceived himſelf, : 


MATERNAL 


, 


— * WTI EY —— OC RG RRC O rt ee Re -—69 ae Oy Gene RI rex pm 2 nh AR He 2 i IRS Pr * 2 *—³¹54. 
— 3 — — — — — 


— 


* 


— 2. 


* 


* 
— 
* 


L LOVE. 


1 


* 


. 
« 


„ 
. 


RE E 


» 
* 
- 


D R A M A; 


MATERNA 


\ 


CHARACTERS 


Lord and Lady Onactovue, 


EMILIA, 

AGATHA, their children. 
HENRIETTA, 4 | 
Their Aunt. 


AURORA, their couſin. 
Mrs. BELLAMY, their Governeſs, 
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A — T I. 
SCENE, An apartment i in the bout of tag” 


Gract ro. 


Mrs. BELLAMY, Em1L1a, AGATHA, and Har- 
| RIE TTA. ng 


ExILIA. 


may not lee mama, ago n tis nearly 
nine o'clock ? 8 
Mrs. BELLAM v. She hs dens up this long 
while; but your aunt is with her. 

AAT HA. What! my aunt, that hardly ever 
riſes till tis noon. 


HENXRIETTA. Oh, good! when I am my 


own miſtreſs, I will do as ſhe _ n get up 
as late. 


ExNMILIA. What, Hearted wes mama is 
up ſo ſoon! Do you imagine, W can have a 


better model ? 
612 HxENRIETTA. 


HAT, my dear, good Governeſs, we 
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HENRIE TTA. No Emilia; but T find it 
eafier far to imitate my aunt; and I have no 
ambition. Then, too, were I to reſemble m 
mama, I ſhould be perfect, which I never fil 
be: ſhall I, Governeſs ? 115 

I Why not? 5, 

HEenRIETTA. Why not? What then! and 
may I ever hope I ſhall be perfect? Do you 
Hear that, Agatha? Emilia? Governeſs ima- 
gines, as you heard, I may in time be perfect. 

ut, perhaps, you mean to make a fool of me, 
| in ung FTT . 

Ars. BELLANMVYV. Not I, indeed. Tis wry 
poſſible you may in time be quite accompliſhed. 

HENRIETTA. Quite accompliſhed ! Oh, haw 
proud 1 ſhall be now. Accompliſhed 1 Let me 
kiſs you, Governeſs, for that. Accompliſhed, 
like Emilia, I ſuppoſe, you mean ? or like a 
little angel ? e 5 
Mrs. BELLA. If you ſhould prove ſo, 1 
ſhall not be ſurpriſed, „ 
HENRIETTA, But, pray, my dear, good Go- 
verneſs, what graſs have you been walking on, 

this morning? You enchant me! 3; 
Mrs. BELLAmy. Not but that I can diſ- 
cern your faults, You are a little, prating, 
hare-brajned creature. You ſpeak every thing 
you know, without the leaſt degree of 'rime or 
xeaſon ; and I think it is impoſſible to find a girl 
of even fourteen years of age, more inſupport- 
able than yoy are, | Fe: 48 


” 
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HENRIETTA ( making Mrs. Bellamy a curt'/y ) 
A very pretty picture, truly! I am in a very 
hopeful way to gain perfection: 
Mrs. BELLamy, You miſtake. I did not 
ſay you would be perfect; but that there was 
room to hope Lou are yet a child, no more 
than ſeven years Fold: and that excuſes all your 
little faults ; but if you love my lady, your 
mama, you wall kw day to day be better. _ 
HENRIETTA. | yond a doubt, I love 
mama. HE” 
EMILIA, Yes, 1 will ſay that for you. 
AGATHA. And I likewiſe, Henrietta. 
| Mrs. BeL.Lamy, Well, then; as I ſaid bee 
fore, you will from day to day be better, ſince 
your with will be to make her happy. 
HENRIETTA, Yes, indeed, that comes of | 
courſe. | 
EIL IA. But when will aunt have done her 
converſatioe? 
Mrs. BELLA. It muſt be a very ſerious 
one, as ſhe was here ſo ſoon; and hardly be 
thought to riſe at ſuch an early hour for 
nothing. | | 
HEwnIETtA, Well, now would I lay a 
wager, I can gueſs her buſineſs. It muſt be 
about my couſin: ſhe is never pleaſed with her 
behaviour. I know that. | 
Mrs. BeLLAMyY. You know it? 
HzNRIET TA. Yes, — My couſin is—ſtay ; 
what's the word?—T have it gs. couſin 


then ge be ET: 
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Mrs. BELLAMY,- Fie, Henrietta. Do you 
know what you accuſe your coulin of, in giving 
her that name. | T7 ooo ry ee of 

HENRIETTA. | Yes, governeſs; for a coquet 
is one for ever making faces, ſo that every body 
may cemprk ber. = e 

x er eee Ah! ah! ah! You ſpeak 
indeed quite favourably, I muſt own, of a ca- 
vet; but quite unfavourably of your couſin, 
Io you think then you ſhould talk thus ſlight- 
ingly of one that loves you? who is abſent 
| Hkewiſe and related to you, | - 
_ HenrIETTA. Yes, indeed. She love me, 
and be jealous of my ſiſter! I have found out 
That; and ſo to vex her, I am always ſaying, 
in her preſence, ſome good thing or other of 
Emilia, — And beſides, ſhe has declared herſelf 
too, ſhe is a coquet. She told papa ſo in his 
Mrs. BELL Ax. If your couſin is ſo 
thoughtleſs, muſt you therefore be cenſorious ? 
But remember, I forbid you talking of her as 
you do. So come and fit down both of you 
(To Henrietta and Agatha) beſide me, fince tis 
42 * we ſhall have to ſtay an hour or upward. 
E 


NRIETTA (after à pauſe firiking with ber 

have itt. 5 +214 
Karting.) Lord, you frightened 
Mrs. BEilamy, You have it! What? 


open hand upon the. table.) Ah t ha! Now 1 
AGATHA | 
| HenrierTAs I gueſg what my mama and 


aunt are talking of together.—Siſter, tis con- 
cerning ou. 2h i - 

EMILIA. For heaven's ſake, Henrietta, 
keep your gueſſes to yoùrſelf. N 

HENRIETTA. Ahl ahi you bluſh. You 
know what I ſhall fay, and I am ſure.— Emilia, 
you are going to be married: — but to whom? 
Let me conſider, .(re/fing both her eiboxus on the 
table, and ihieu counting with her fingers.) — 
Firſt, there's Squire Heaveninglam.— lle js ra- 
ther of the uglieſt. Mr. Tribulation. He is 
far too gloomy ; and befides, they call him an 
old batchelor. — Sir Robert Rawlinſon ; he 


wears a wig.— 1 dont like wigs. — Lord Boſ- 


ton | | 
AcaTHa. An American! Fie, ſiſter. | 
HENRIETTA. But you flop me; I was go- 
ing to exclude him too. However, I am ſorry 
for it. He is ſo polue! ſo kind! aud merry! 
How he likes papa! He ſpenks ſo well too of 
mama! — And I am ſure, Ye thinks Emilia 


charming; for Whenever ſhe is ſinging, the 


leaſt noiſe provokes him. — And my, brother 
Charles too, who is like Emilia; how he takes 


him on his knee! Ob, I can ſee all this, though 


L ſay nothing. 


Mrs. BELLA V. Well, Miſs ; have you 


done? Do you imagine it becomes a cbild, like 
you, to talk at this rate? In reality, when once 
your tongue is ſet a going, one Can neuer ſtop 


. 
Res- 


MATERNAL LOVE. «ung 


4 


—_ - MATERNAL LOVE. 


ENRIETTA. But my dear, good gbrer- 
neſs, remember I am only ſeven years old. | 
Mrs. Bzi:ramy. Do you remember, I de- 
fired you to be ſilent: Miſs, II tell you awhat, 
Tis prating that occaſions every ſort of folly ; 
it deprives a woman of whatever otherwiſe 
would recommend her to the world; and were 
it poſſible, that any one of ſenſe could be poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſuctrafault; ſhe would be thou be no 
better than a troubleſome and fooliſh go offp. not- 
withſtanding all her merit. 
HE NRIETTA (Aſde.) Here's a long ſpeech, 
truly, recommending- filence |l—( Aloud.) But 
my dear, good governeſs pray let me aſk you 
but one queſtion; | only one. Is that, Pl toll 
- you what, good Engliſh? 
Mrs. BELLAMV. I cant anſwer chat. 1 
never ſtudied Grammar, 1 may probably make | 
uſe of bad expreſſions, but will give you good 
inſtructions. — to change the kappe let me 
| 7 all a little ſtory. 
ENRIETTA, Ob, a ſtory! (they lt yo! 
h: ) Yes: pray let us have it. 
Mrs. BeLLAaMy, In the firſt place, look 
then at this ring, 
ASATHA. How bright and pretty | 
Mrs. BELL Au v. It was brought me Ah 
day, that I might aſk my lady, whether the 
+ thould like to buy it. | 
ENMILIA. Well? | 
Mrs, BzLLAMy, But it was mud 
v5 ok * 


* 
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low a price, that your mama folpeBed it had 
2. been unduely come by, or belonged to ſome one, 
* in diſtreſs for money, and defired me to enquire 
: particularly. i 

EMILIA. And you have enquired? 

Mrs. BELLAMV. Yes, miſs ; and found it 
is the property of an unhappy woman lately 
come to town, who having fallen ill, and ſpent 
her money, is obliged to ſell the ring to ſatisfy 
her creditors. She lodges at a public houſe 
where, as 1 likewiſe found, there is a poor blind 
girl, that her neceſſity has forced her to give up, 
becauſe ſhe has not wherewithal to keep her any 
longer as of late. ; e 

AG6ATHA. Poor things! and does mama 
know this ? . 8 1 

Mrs. BzLLAMY, Not yet. I mean to tell 
her the whole ſtory, when your aunt is gone 

EMILTIA. I know what ſhe will do. 
ane . Yes; we may eaſily gueſs 
tnat, ; 2 

AGATHA. I pity them with all my heart. 

ENMILIA. Where is this public houſe? 

Mrs. BEL LAMY. Hard bß ß. 

EufLIA. I know mama will give them 
ſomething. - 1 1 UT 

HEN RIETTA. I. will give my governeſs a 
trifle for them. | „ 

AGATHA. And I likewiſe; but here comes 
my couſin. . Foe: 


Mrs. BELLAMY. What a brin g her here 
1 5 . . 


106 MATERNAL LOVE. 


ſo early? To the table, ladies: and take up 
your work. (They fit again to work) 
AvRoRa (entering,) Hal here they are. 
Good-morrow, dear Emilia; and good morrow, 
little hearts, Your ſervant, Mrs, Bellamy. 
You wonder, I ſuppoſe, to ſee me up at ten; 
and ſo do I; for gueſs at what o'clock I went 
to bed. At fix, But where's my aunt, pray? 
I muff ſpeak with her. My dear Emilia, what 
a pretty cap you have! And that hair too? 
pray, is it all your own? e 
MILIA. I never in my life wore any 
falſe. | | I ,”. 
 Avrora, Or I. I hate all art. 
HEenRIETTA. Then, coufin, ' ſcold your 
maid; for ſhe has dreſſed you ſo that any one 
would fancy you had four falſe curls. | 
 AvroRA. Oh, they are all my own.—But 
tell me, what is your mama about?;ʒ d 
_ © AGATHA. \ She's talking with my aunt. 
AvrorRa. My mother |— That unhinges 
me. Do you imagine ſhe will come in here 
with your mama. e 
AGATHA, IG cannot tell. 1 
| AvxoRa. I think then, I will go. I dont 
know what to do. Emilia, you were lately at 
the ball, and had a charming dreſs, I hear: but 
a propos, will you be ſo obliging as to ſend your 
mantuamaker to me. Every body praiſed you 
at the ball; but ſaid, you had not rexge 
nn 7 773 77 Re. 
=. ' AGATHA. 
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Aera. Oh, ſhe has never any: her cam- 
plection is ſo good | 

AURORA. No matter. Not to have a little 
touge is looked upon as affectation. I am told, 
I might do very well without it ; but I hate all 
ſingularity. | | 

EuiLIA. You!—You are married * 

_ Avsora, Henrietta, how do ** and the 
piano - forte ſuit each other? 

HzRNRIE TTA. Not too much. But you : 
ſhould hear Emilia}. - © 

Aurora. Heaven be praiſed, - 
ha a note: what uſe i is 2 0 ale in 2 
eed one were to get one's br playing? 
To be ſmart and ws 1s ſufficient, * 

Mrs. BELLAMY (Apart.) . We ſhall have a 
rery edifying converſation, I perceive] (Aloud.) 


- Agatha and Henrietta, come and read a 1 


HENRIETTA. And Emilia? 
Mrs. Bellamy. She may entertain her 
couſin, and 1 3 by pleaſe with her. 
AVURoRA., You are pleaſed to compliment 
my morals, 
Mrs. Bxrraxr. If I am, tis what they | 
merit. 
Hzxxizrra (ſmiling. ) oh,; yes, yes! 
1 AuRORA (to Henrietta.) Ap why that 
mile 
HENRIETTA, Why? Alk 152 0 1 


am ſure they fmiled as nuch as 1 


Ft. She 1 is quite A ade 
.. 


here laſt week? 
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_ 3 Come, ladies; come, 
They fit and read. „ 
3 How old are you, my dear 
Emilia? 3 | Ki 
Emir1&4 In my eighteenth year. 
Aurora. And I am turned of two and 
twenty. How I ſhould rejoice to ſee you mar- 
. Tied! I had changed my name much younger, 
EMILIA. For a ſpecial reaſon : your good 
fortune got you eaſily a huſband ; but you know 
pr I have nothing... 3 
 AvrorA. - Right: two brothers and two 
fiſters,—Three too many. 1 am very much 
afraid, my dear, you will be forced to lead a 
country life, hen you are married. If you 
knew, however, all the 8 London, you 
would not complain. When, one is pretty, 1 
have found how much the men befiege one; 
and beſides, the envy of the women, and a huſ- 
band's jealouſly. Oh you, my deareſt, may be 
very glad you are hot to know any thing of this! 
But a propds. Lord Boſton ; — did not he dine 


EsttI IA. He did. | 

_  Avrora, I dont know how it is; but he 
has got acquainted lately with my mother, 
yours, and both our families. I meet him 
every where; that teazes me to death. I think 
Him notwithſtanding very handſome. An Ame- 
rican! that's ſtrange. He told me, when I ſaw 


him laſt, he looked op England juſt as if it were 
Mis native country; and I know the reaſon why. 


NA TEANAT WY pO 


Hut I have 92 A out, and muſt. go. 
So oY my G. 4 will return; as I muſt = 
her, and to- To- morrow mornin rl 
take coach fot Windſor. Tis my week. "What 
trouble my W N gives ma! . | 
Em1LtA. You would Have a place ; but 
after all, if in reality it is ſo troubleſcine, why 
hold it? Thoſe whom you depend on, I am 
* would ny 22 you to continue in it. 
ROR A. hoy nd on! — You have cer | 
WE a very * way of ſpeaking! | 

EmiLiAa. Do you not depend upon your 
huſband ; as a tide at leaſt, and owe ſorhe * 
ference to the counſels of another $0 

AukoRA. People thought o, to be fure, i in 
former times. 

EmiLia. Tes, yes; the notion, 1 believe, | 
is old enough. 

AuxoxA. In truth, you ſpeak, Emilia, fre 
an oracle. But if you ever come abroad into 
the world, have done with ſuch dogmatic jar 
gon: or tis poſſible you may be laughed at. 

EMzLiA. True; but as we are relati 
conſidered I might hazard being free with pgs : 
ang _—_ 

3 (looking at ber watch, } Ab. .tis 
_ ten o'clock. ' Adieu, Emilia 

ab aunt, I will ræturg. 
—— by, my little Heariets ! "What ate you 
about ?. (reading over her _ſhoulder.). The H Hl 
of England: What range 5 ind. yi 
brely ? Ie? Raman Hiſtory. 
6 K — a 
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a 72 ) Poor things! Emilia, you ow. all 
theſe Aae 1 ſincerely with (be PER But 
o on, little dears, if it amuſes vou. Adieu. 
o ceremony, Mrs. Bellamy. (She goes out.) | 

| HENRIETTA» Yes, yes; becauſe ſhe noms 
ſcarce any thing, ſhe laughs at learning; 
1 think it eaſier far to laugh at 1 5 
Well, goverdieſs, . FT know | not how it is; but 
nothing in che World encoutages me half ſo 
much to learn, as thinking of my couſin. ' Were 
It 1 that 1 would not be "what the 1 I on 

Man | 1 bear naked and aunt, 

Lady G RAC 5 5 entering. avith the ae 
aunt. 10 1 , cannot, e children, fit with vou 5 
morning; but IV maps ate ready oh th 
table in my pi You, my dear Emil mu 
ſupply my place; and ber your ſiſters . their 
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well, Fed in y hiſtory ; and wrote two copies. 
Lady G dchovs, "You i re ta go0oc i 


© then, and conclu 1 c leſſo 


eaſet. Mrs, Bellamy, go with f 5 = 
wei, Good i auc. J 0d. 


mama. 
E Auxr. My aa Emilia, 1 a bo 
ou ſhort! (Mrs. Bellam s * avith her 
We rg ) What a EE Tote : 


JIE Gracious. ** myſelf am tempted 
. ſome- 


* » 
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fometimes to ſay ſo, dear fiſter : yet ſhe is by 
no means vain of her endowments; but attri- 
butes every thing ſhe is poſſeſſed of to the edu- 
cation Ihe Mein ©... 1 

The Aunt. How. happy you muſt be in 
ſuch a daughter! and how miſerable I, in mine! 
It would not be however juſt to envy you a 
happineſs I have not done what I was able to 
deferve; for I neglected my. Aurora's educa» 
tion, and Aurora makes me now unhappy. But 
at preſent, let me ſpeak about Emilia only, who 
is no leſs dear to me than you. | 5 

Lady Gractovs. Ah, ſiſter ! let me ſay, 
no love can equal that I have for her. And 
yet, I am to loſe her: what you have this 
morning told me was not, in the leaſt, aſtoniſh-. 
ing; r iy uw 57 

The AvunT. It was not without reluctance 
I conſented to my lord's requeſt.  ' You will in- 
form my brother of jt. „ 

Lady GRAclous, He is coming down. 
Alas! 1 have bad news to give him. He will 
potwithſtanding. chearfully aſſent to the pro- 


poſal. 28 75 70 a „z.! 2 70 ( P. ” ö 
The AunT. He is coming; therefore I 
will leave you; and at night, you may inform 


* e 


mere ny oe : e 
| RACIOUS, But why go ſg early? 
The Au. 1 mul adſolucny AT have bu- 
ſineſs. I myſt talk a little with Aurora: ſhe 
diſtreſſes me exceedingly ; as I will tell you in 
the evening.  Farewel, ſiſter. 

* 6 Lady 
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Lady Gracious. Where may you be 
found, if I ſhould want to ſend? ” 
The AuxnT. At home, (She goes out,) 
Lady Gracious. Emilia! Are we to be 
ſeparated then for eyer? Can I live without 
you? But what ſignifies my life, if you arg 
happy? He is coming: let me hide my tears, 
( EL Lord Gracious, entering in a morning gown, ) 
Excuſe me for thus waking you. I have a bu- 
ſineſs of the greateſt moment | | 
Lord Ge actovs. You alarm m 
you have been crying! Tis about Emilia. 
Lady Gracious, Yes; my ſiſter has been 


* 
4,4 


here this morning with propoſals for a match, 


The party is a man of real merit; and profeſſes 
ſo much value for Emilia, as to take her withs 
our any fortune. Sc: „„ 
Lord Gxaciovs. But how comes it, you 
are not tranſported at ſo fair an offer: 
my part, long to know his name. 
Lady Gzacrouvs, You know, and value 


81 
1 17 
— 


him. He frequently comes here, In ſhort, it | 


is no other than Lord Boſton. | 
Lord Grxaciovs. What! Lord Boſton ? 
An American! but doubtleſs, he intengs to ſet- 
tle here in England,  * „ 
Lady GRAcIouSs. No, indeed: he fays he 
muſt return. | 9 8 8 
Lord GxAcrous, And would ypu then 
conſent to let him haye Emilia? © 
Lady Gracitqus. I have known him theſe 
four years, and upwards, He has every qua- 
5 FVV 


e! I can ſee 


for 


3 
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fity 46 make Emilia happy; and ſhall T with- 
Tord Gur acrovs. ' But, ſhould 7 conſent to 
what will coſt you ſuch anxiety ? Beſides, 
Emilia is my daughter likewiſe ;' and; has all 
your virtues. What, ſhall you have yielded pp 
the beſt part of your life, to form her mind and 
manners, and forego, at laſt, the fruit of fifteen, 
years inal #505 00 EOS 
| La Graciovs. I have ated with a view. 
Y to ber feligity ; and nat te 75 my own ſelk. 
love of vanity, Think only on her medigerity, 
of fortune, and how wealthy and eſtimable 4 
man would haye her! , 
Lord Gxactoys: But will ge ednſent to 
leave ou? Ws 3 nl. 3 N 


Lady Gzaczovs, With perſuaſion, T cait 


Wo *”, a, "» 


yout' fortirude, yet 1 admire it. Let us not- 


te what will / contribute to your happineſs. 

Lady.GrAacious, Let us not fe 

pectations with a hope like that. My ſiſter 
| 1 EM 23>: tells 
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tells me he is abſolutely fixed on ſextling 3 * 

America. 

Tord Graczovs. Ah, you affict me. But 
Emilia's deſtiny, as T have ſajd already, is in 
break own hands. Will you, . Firms 
reak this matter to her! *h 

Lady Gracious. Joftanyly, 

Lord Gxacioys. Well, let that reſt. 
with to ſpeak to you reſpecling Tom and An- 
tony. I am diſſatisfied entirely. with their tu- 
tor, and another has been recommended to me. 
I ſhould wiſh you were to ſee him; I. am told 
3 ſpeaks French very well, but am no des of of 
> at. = 


Lady Gxraciopvrs. Leave i it to me, 1 
Lord Gzacrovs. But you berger; you Un» 
Welse no French ?. | 


Lady Gr actous. Oh, pardon. me. I bare 
been upwards of a ewelvemonth learning it for 
Henrietta's ſake; as maſters teach ſo negli- 
gently, Two years of their time is not equi · 
valent to two months of a mother's, 

Lord Gnaciovs. What a woman] So 
then, till your little ones are ſettled in the 
world, you are reſplved to paſs your life with 
maſters; 4 and et, after all, can ſind ſufficient 
time to ſpare 10 or friendſhip and ſociety. Speak 
therefore to Emilia, and But now. I think, 
can you inform me if hare niece, Auf 
knows of this affair. 

Lady Gxaciovs, No, not a ſy] lable. | 

Lord GRACIOUS. dne came to me this 

. 8 5 { mor ning 
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morning twice before I was awake. What can 
ſhe want? „„ 
Lady GRAclovs. As if I did not know 
you are her confidant. SER 
Lord Gxactovs;,. Yes, ſometzmgs, I muſt 
own, ſhe tells me all her ſecrets, and the names 
of thoſe who are in love with her, I tell her 


; PS; 


ſhe is very pretty, and the praiſes my gogd 
ſenſe and underſtanding in return. © 

ka wes Gracious, But you, would do a 
great dea 


: better, in heſtowing ſome adyice upon 
er. e | KEE | 


Lord Gx acr0vs.: Yes, if ſhe would hear 
it: but I recollect, ſhe bade the ſervant tell me 
ſhe deſigned to come again; and therefore I 
will give directions that ſhe may not be let in— 
— come, and let us pay a viſit to the chil« 
ren. 8 | | 5 Tony | 


Lady Gzactovs, Willingly. 


ACT It 


| ScgNnE continues. 


4 
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$A 


80 then it ſeems, mama has ſent the poor 
old lady back her ring, with one-and-twenty 
guineas. I will likewife give her half of what 
J have, which is a” guinea, if I may: and, 

* FF luckily, - 
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kickily, here comes mama. 775 Lady: Gractdusy 
entering with, Emilia and Agatha. Mam 
1 let me ire the poor blind gir a uin 3 
| Gxaciovs. .. Willingly, KN 
otir ſiſters have defired the ſame 122275 
but et Neither of us have contributed 
ing, without making ſomethih' of a ſerif 
ey my part, 1 have düfte 2 2 a ac f 


5 Heels Aga to buy. Emilia 14 anck my 
tt 3 2 
q . But l le, net ne a 


* to make. 
e RR And yet, I ' think*you. 
Want rday to buy a ce main delt. | 
J Tris, MEAS; bit tagtf 
have a'gvities left me, and dan borkow t to malls 
up the monte . wille F 
Lady GRAclovus. What, borrow. to Ty 
cure a trifle you Lan. do ſo well without! 
charity would run you then in debt, which 
woritbe-nothmg-bura'fotty; oo mor anne 
HENRIE TTA. If then I muſt chuſe, I ſhall 
not ſcruple to renoutice the deſk. 
EmiLia. Here's ſome one coming. 
AGAaTHA. Tis my coufin. 3: | 
Lady Gxaciovs ( Apart.) What a viſit! 
(Aloud. 8 Go into the drawing room; and 
when m y niece is gone, come you, Emilia, i 
I want to ſpeak with you. Quick! Qui » 
{They go ot. 5 What can ſhe have to ſay ? 
f Avzoxa (entering. ) T am at laſt ſo tac 


4 
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as to find you then, dear aunt ? J am in need of 
your advice. „„ 

Lady Ga actovs. Of my advice! I never 
could have thought as much, you have ſo fre- 
quently diſdained it. 1 „ 

AURORA. 2 I hang ſo: but, dear 
aunt, you are ſo good | and my repentance is 
 undiſſembled 1 „ of 15 8 

Lady GxAcious. Tell me then, in what 1 
can he uſeful t o A: F ,R̃? 
 Avxora. I am in a diſmal ſituation, and 
will nen thing; for I deteſt all arti- 
fice,”. y greateſt falhog is ſi neerity. 

Lady Gracious, . But to the purpoſe. 
 Avrora. Ah, my dear, dear aunt, you 
cannot tell how miſerably I am ſituated. * 
relations hate me, and amongſt them my h 
ſiſters. Oh, you cannot have a notion how 
they envy me, for having ſuch a number of ad- 
mirers. e $6 | wed 
Lady GRAclous, Vet I 
conſidering they are in realit 
in particular. „„ . 

AURORA. She pretty! You ſhould ſee 
her aunt by day light; her complection would 
be frightful ; and beſides, ſhe is not ſtraight, 
Would you believe it | ſhe is really hump- 
_—_L. „„ 

Lady Gzacious. And was it this you 
meant to ſay, by way of aſking my advice? 
 Avzorg, But, aunt, I cannot but cam- 
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plain of thoſe who go ſo fat in "their 'reſent- 


ments, as to ſet my huſband even againſt ne. 
Lady Gractovs, What your huſband ? 
AbxoRA. He torments my very life; and 
is fo jealous! é 
Lady Gxacrovs. But with all his jealouſy, 
he grants you every freedom you can with for; 
and, in fa, you hardly care how much ugeaſi- 
neſs you give him. No one hasa greater turn 
for diſſipation, or is more abroad,  _ _ 
"AvRORA. Becauſe they make home hateful 
Lady Gz'aerovs. Theſe are your com- 
laints ; and T will tell you, now, Your huſ- 
and's; — that you wiſh for no cle but 
faſhionable women's; that among them, ſuch as 
are not dreſſed according to your notions you 
_ deſpiſe; that you are abſolutely a coquet ; that 
vou ſuppoſe a woman's real pride and glory is 
to have the tip-top milleners ; and · that you 
think the leuſt attention paid you, is a love 
affair. Theſe faults, however, may be, yet 
P eo eg GL I 
 Avrora, All theſe imputations arg' the 
effect of malice. As for coquetry, I hate it; 
and inſtead of lizhily, thinking every one in 
love witk me, I muft have certain proof beforg 
I yield,to ſuch a notion. If I then treat the 


, 4% # 


Meidtis love? with. diſdain; What wore can be 
expel of mE. pry ooo 
| Lady Gr'xefous. '''T know not who you 
mean; but take my word, when I inform * 

| that, 


17 


ws | 


_—_ 


that, * gd ou may, get rid of ſugh a 
lover, as vou calt hi 110 5 nj 4 2 

AvkroRA. Ah, dear aunt, 4d you WS know 
what lover I am plagued with, you. would, not 
fay ſo: he is, I muſt acknowledge, otherwiſe, : a 

man re 1 N enough: but how he came ta 

think of me, I cannot for my lite imagine. 
People talk of the affair, I know; but he has 
gone ſo far as to get in with my relation, wit 
my father, mother, and even you ;— f at NY 
| meet him every where 

Lady GRAS. Got in with me! 1 
what's 1 2 name? | 

 Avxora. Lord Boſton, 

Lady GzAciovus. Wand you Wik, Lord 
Boſton loves vou! e 

ROR A. Oh, toan extrayagant degree. "i 

Lady Gaxctovs, "But, I fuppole. he never, 
told you fo ? 

Avz0ta. No, no: my conduct has not au- 
thoriſed ſo impudent a freedom; but his con- 
duct has ſufficiently informed me of it. 
Lady Gracious. Well, niece, you, may 
eaſily be comforted. I can aſſure you, he is not 
in love with you. | 
AvRORA., Ti! he were not; amen i 
Lady ee Fon 10 am ſure he 4s not: 

— to quiet all Shia app reh henſions, y * can tell 
I you I am perfectly uainteg with the ob 2 
ie Tra: 85 fettled tled kl cen Wo. which objet 
not) u 1 \ 

{en _— 6 A; 5 5 bo | [ F 
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' Avrnora, How you enchant me, aunt! 
my conduct then has brought hun to his ſenſes ? 

Lady Gracious, No, indeed; for ſince 
the time of his arrival firſt in England, which 


is now three years and upward, he has had no | 


partiality for any lady but the perſon I am 
ing. | 
AURORA (awith a forced ſmile.) As to that, 
no partiality, dear aunt, I have it in my power 
to contradict you there. ' , _ | 
Lady Gracious, You may believe me, 
when | tell you ſo, _ 3 
AURORA. The truth is, he has ſhown a 
ſtrange deportment with reſpect to me; and I 
fhall never pardon the vexation it has cauſed 
me. But this matter is quite laughable. And 
dare I aſk, if you are intimate with this fame 
object of three years continuance ? 
Lady GRACIoOus. Yes, I am; and ſhe is 
worthy of his love, 


AvroRA. And does this evorthy lady love 


him likewiſe ? 5 

Lady Gxaciovs. I dont know. 
AuxORA. Truly, I am very much afraid 

the hiſtory of his amours will prove a very lu- 

dicrous romance My aunt too of the party 


Ah! ah! ahi Excuſe my laughing. Laughing 


is is my foible. Ah! ab! ah! 1 
Lady GxAclous. If you have nothing 

more to ſay, you will permit my leaving you? 
AuR ORA. Good bye, dear aunt. Exeuſe 

my nonſenſe, Aht ahl ah! When I am ſet 


a gig- 
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a giggling once, 1 cannot for my life give over. 
Ah! ah! ah! J ſhall remember your advice. 
Lady Gxactovs. Farewel ; and if at any 
time you with tor my advice, I ſhall be glad to 
give it you. | | £ 

AvrxoRrRa. You are too gond, dear aunt.— 
So once again good by. (Apart while going.) 
What tireſome creatures are theſe moralizing 
women! bf ff © IM 

Lady Gzaciorns (alone.) What a head! 
and then the heart will not reform it. She is 
loſt 'without reſource ; at leaft there is the 
greateſt reaſon in the world to fear ſo. How 1 
pity Iſabel for having ſuch a daughter! but, 
alas, though for another reaſon ſhall I be a hap- 
pooe mother? on the eve of loſing my Emilia ! 

et I ought not to complain ; for be the acci- 
dents of life, whatever Providence thinks pro- 
per, ſtill ſhould we account the virtues of our 
children circumſtances to be proud of: but 1 
hear Emilia, and anticipate the melancholy con- 
verſation we ſhall I ay: together. 

EmMILIA (entering, ) She is gone at laſt; 
and I was waiting with impatience for her diſ- 
appearance. You deſired to ſpeak with me, 
mama. You have been thoughttul all day long, 
and that diſtreſſes me. Pray let me know what 
C frieves you. | | | 

Lady Graciovs (af/ide,) How ſhall J in- 
form her of it! {Alorvd.) You well know how 
ſoon I am aſtected. I have never hid my weak- 
nels from vou. = 
| 6 L EM1L14, 
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EMILIA. No, indeed, mama, I never ſaw 
you ſo dejected as you ſeem at preſent. _ 
Lady Gracious. Fear you nothing, dear 


| Emilia, I beſeech you. It is true, indeed, chat 


I am agitated; but the reaſon of it is not of a 
gloomy nature. On the other hand, it ſhould 


occaſion you, as it does me, the greateſt joy. 


EmMILIa, The greateſt joy! and grief is 
_ written on your countenance ! Alas, I fear you 
would prepare me by theſe means for ſome 
misfortune. _ Tis on my account, I know, you 
are affected thus, I can bear any thing, but be- 
ing ſeparated from you. Heavens, that word 
of ſeparatien heightens your diſtreſs, | 
Lady Gx ac1ous. . You have indeed gueſſed | 
every thing. 555 "Pont 
EmMiLIa, What do I hear? Would you 
abandon me, mama? 1 
Lady Gracious. Abandon you, Emilia! 
4 not all my paſt affection ſerve to prove, I 
jall at all times leave you free to chuſe your 
deſtiny ? With this aſſurance then, reply with- 
out reſerve to every queſtion I may aſk. Of 
all the gentlemen that viſit here, which is it 
you moſt value? . 


Emilia. Value? —but, —heavens What 
is it I foreſee? - He would deſire to take me to 
America. ; Roe 
Lavpy Gracious. Enough, Emilia. 
EILIA. What have I then ſaid? No, no, | 
mama: it is not he that I moſt value. I replied 


without 
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without reflecting. Shall a word, pronounced 
without intention, fix my deſti x. 
Lavy Gracious. You have diſcovered 
you whole heart, Emilia; nor, believe me, 
ave you any need to be aſhamed of the avowal. 
Tis with reaſon you prefer Lord'Boſton for his 
charactef and virtue: he deſerves your parti- 
ality. In ſhort, Emilia, he defires & kane you 
EMILIA. And does not ſtay in En and 
Aar Onan An! I THT. 
ENMIITIA. He loves me, and would ſepar e 
us! Can he form within his boſom ſich a"pro> 
je? But why thus alarm. myFelf Þ You Nd 
informed me, I ſhall be at all tines free to 
chuſe my deſtiny; and therefore 1 tefuſe his 
offers. —::. 
"Lady Gr actovs. Well, you hear me? 
" EmMiLIa. What, ſtill further, would. you 
* Graciovs, Emilia, you are well Ac- 
quainted with your fi uation, I have often 
Mentioned it. . 
"EmMILIA. Yes, yes, I know I have no for- 
tune; or at leaſt but very little. Well, what 
fignifies it? I will never marry then, and con- 
E lf never Have you, OED 
Lady Gxacrovs. Ah, my dear Emilia! 
how much pain you give me ! I diſcern with 
leafure, your ate Hon for e; but muſt blame 
ou for proceeding to ſo great a length there- 
n. Tis redfon that Guſt gobern afl out no- 
8 ERS: tions; 
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tions; or however proper they may be, con» 
ſidered in themſelves, they muſt become con- 
demnable. Shall all the inſtruction I. have 
given you, end in making you neglectful of 
your fortune ? Will you let me think, there is 
- a reaſonable ſacrifice above your reaſon to com- 
ply with? Shall I find at laſt, I boaſted of 
your underſtanding without any cauſe, and 
thought your fortitude was to the full as great 
as mine, when: you had none? 
EMILIA. hat underſtanding can compare 
with yours? You, dear mama, may bring 
yourſelf to part with me; but I can never ſe- 
parate from you. I have not ſo much forti - 
tude: forgive me, if I ſay I do not wiſh I had. 
Of all your virtues, tis the only one I do not 
envy. It is far too cruel. | 20 
Lady Gracious, Do you tax me, then, | 
with being cruel ? We | 
EufLIA. Ah, forgive me! I ſcarce know 
what I am ſaying, - . 
Lady Gxaciovs, On reflection, I am ſure 
you will be juſter. If you had not for his 
Lordfhip, ſuch a partiality; or, if he were 
unworthy of it, I ſhould not be, as you ſay, 
thus cruel; but, às things are eircumſtanced, 
how can I poflibly refrain, Emilia, from ex- 
acting at your hands, that ſacrifice, ſo many 
reaſons tell you, tis your duty to comply with. 
 EmiLia. From exacting! You will abſo- 
lutely, then, exact this ſacrifice ? But, were you | 
not fo condeſcending as to ſay, juſt wa * you 
| + 1 


aT EN 2%. 1 


howld' at all times leave me free” to chi my 
deſtiny? 'Fake'pity on me, r mama. 1 am 
unreaſor hable, * you will fa „ and weak * T own 
I am; but judge not me yourſelf,” or 
force me on meafure that will ſpeedily reddce 
me tei defpair. 1 canndt give you my Lenses 
and willingly de feparated from! thoſe objetts 
I OR a love for MI 3 
"GrAciovs. ' "You but * ow, 
Fab "what oe ie Fo we me, pre: th 
fur * Would exert your reaſon. The Br 
efhoai, then, of an invincible degree of weak. 
nefs, miſt be all you can _—_ me. Welt, 
1 She the the ſtrength of m ffection for bu, 
tyranny, let us, in God's name, ba 

f on the ſubject: de 218 1 Dre, your 
own rely, Metten hurt voll mY 6x 
: A ed has no influence with you; 1 rendunce 

night of being your directreſs for che time 
to come. | 
Err. Alas! doc; wound my heart: 
Forgive, then, my offence; and do whatever 
you think proper with me. Let your will be 
ever ſo ſevere, I muſt acknowledge, 1 ould 

y a blind obedience to it; knowing you can 

have no other object than my be fr, in, view. 
Yes, I ſubmit, and on this hand of yours, $ 
watered with my tears, abjure all garden Fes 
fiſtance. May my ſorrow expiate my offence. 
Lady Graciovs. Dear daughter, ſee my 
tears, and let me have the fatis faction I mũſt 
talle from mingling them with yours, Peruſe 
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my heart: you ſigh, and ſuffer, Well, then, I 
am not to be leſs pitied. Tis a melancholy 
ſacrifice, I own; but reaſon, on the other 
will have it ſo. Let my example teach you to 
' conſult that only. We ſhall never ſee, in fu» 
ture, one another; but, aſſured of living in 
your recollection, I ſhall endure the idea of 
your abſence. Abſence, in reality, may ſun- 
der, but not diſunite us. Is not this a com- 
fortable thought? - We ſhall have both per · 
formed our duty. I, as an indulgent mother; 
vou, as a ſubmiſſive child. Your virtues, my 
Emilia, will contribute to the happineſs of that 
new family you are to have. One ceaſes to 
ſuppoſe one's ſelf a foreigner, where one is loved. 
Wherever you may live, Emilia, there. your 
country will be. By a regular, uninterrupted 
_ correſpondence, we ſhall well enough make up 
for diſtance. The employ of writing to each 
_ Other, will alleviate our regret at being parted; 
and believe me, my dear girl, that, notwith- 
ſtanding abſence, hearts as tenderly united as 
ours are, will always ſtrike out means of being 


happy. 
8 3 Vet, what torment, deareſt mo- 
ther, that no longer we ſhall ſee what both of 
us ſo love. hat will become of me, when 
I have loſt my guide? How ſhall I look upon 
the cauſe that Keanu us? I eſteem him, I 
acknowledge; - and, till now, have thought he 
had a kind concern for you. > 8 
Lady Gzxacious, He is, himſelf, _— 
ü that 


on 
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that he cannot fix himſelf in England; but the 
fate of his affairs compels him to return. 

EM1LIA. Then, too, my father? Doubtleſs, 
you are ſure of his conſent. : 

Lady GxAcrous. His love will not permit 
him to demur a minute in this matter. 

ExrfLIA. Every hope forſakes me. All I 

beg, then, is a little time: will that, too, be 
denied ne? „„ ava 
Lady Gractovs. For the preſent, I will 
leave you to your meditations. I have, like- 
wiſe, need myſelf of being, for ſeme little 
while, alone; but firſt, I am to give a ſhort re- 
cital of our converſation to your father. He 
will ſee, I was not wrong in that account I 
gave him of your underſtanding. 

Ex IIA. Do not tell himof my underſtanding. 
Tell him rather this; that his unhappy daugh- 
ter will obey, if ſhe is able, but yet dares not 
promiſe, and defires ſome little reſpite to pre. 
pare herſelf, 7 | 

Lady Gxacious. Adieu, Emilia. 

_ Emir1a. Do you fay adieu? Let me go 
with you : let me ſee my father. | 
Lady Gracious. You repent already, 
then, of that obedience you evinced juſt now, 
in ſuch pathetic terms. You kill me, dear 
Emilia. I am quite exhauſted : ſuch ſucceſ- 
five ſtruggles are too much within the compaſs 
of one day, for any mother. _ ; 
Emilia. Let me ſtay, then j— but, time, 
time. Let me have that, dear mother, | 
Gent. 5 Lady 
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Lady Gractiovs (aue. Let me ſeize ths 
opportunity, and finiſh” this Fad work. (She 
goes out.) Ar nt 9 2 i * 1 
EMILIA (falling back into & chair.) I am 
annihilated. Have I promiſed? ,s it true 
Oh mother! have you not too much exerted 
yout authority? She: ordered. me, on pain of 
her diſpleaſure, I could ſer, to make this cruel 
ſacrifice. (She riſes, and looks about her) And 
muſt IL quit this charming houſe? I muſt. 
Nay, T-muft quit 1 native England, like» 
wiſe; never to come back. And could I gi 
aſſent, chen, to ſuch baniſlinent? My {br £4 
had refolved 2 it. Wich what 'eaſc; alas} | 
my exile is reſolved on I You exact it, mother 
and I pay obedience; but, why: force me tu 
wake! up my home ſo diſtant from you? She 
ſaid ſamethimg like wiſe, if I heard her propei- 
ly, of being happy. Can I then be ſo, with» 
out her and my brothers, my dear ſiſters, and 
my governeſs ? — Poor Agatha, what will the 
do, when ſlie is told theſe wretched tidings ? 
My dear parents may conſole themſelves with- | 
out much difficulty, for my loſs, with their 
tour other children. I alone; loſe every thing. 
— There's ſome one, I hear, coming. — Ves, tis 


Agutha: CE 

_— AGATHA (entering.) Siſter, I was looking 

for you. —But, what ails you ?—Ah, my dear 

Emilia ! =o 

' ErirT1a. Have you ſeen my mother. 
AdArha. No; but ſhe is in the ſtudy with 


F< 
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my father, and a gentleman and lady, likewiſe : 
who they are, I cannot tell you; but from 
what my governeſs this very moment dropped, 
in talk, I am induced to think you are the 
be of their converſation. Doubtleſs, they 
deſign to marry you; and, very poſſibly, have 
told you their intention. I conjecture ſoy ak 

leaſt, - Emilia, from your preſent fituation. 
| . EMILia. Ah, dear fiſter, you would never 
gueſs the name of my intended: Agatha, if 
vou have but as much love for me, as 1 for 
yous how ſorry: you will be when I pronounce 


-AGATHA. Notwithſtanding, tell me. 
ExILIA. Tis Lord Boſton, and he means 
to take me over to America. | Oy 
- AGATHA. America! and will you quit us? 
Can mama agree to ſuch a ſeparation ? Is it 
%%% ˖• ²˙² m˙¹· ho 3 | 
EIA. It is but too much ſo, dear 
Agatha. 15 | © 31 Too if 
- AGATHA., No, no, I cannot think, it is. 
You ought not to obey. 3 
ExIL iA. I ought not to obey ! and would 
you have me diſobey my mother? 5 
AGATHA. She would part with you? 
EMILIA- She ſees in fuck a parting, as ſhe 
ſays, my intereſt only, and : forgets herſelf. 
Alas 1 the thinks not I can never reliſh any 
happineſs to which ſhe is not, as ſhe has been 


hitherto, a witneſs. 
e 55 AGATHAs 


8 
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AGATHA. | Dear Emilia, do 1 chen, can. 
en | 
- EMILIA- Bos, 1 W pledged my word. 
Ac ArHA. Retract your word, then: were 
ie only out of tenderneſs to my mama; for, 
truſt me, ypur obedience Will but lay. the 
ground work of her ſorro rp. 
EMLia. Ah, you do not know y mo- | 
_ ther's courage.” "She is influenced by a "fupe- 
— Parr = ſo that, though her ſenſi | 
ſuffer, ſhe will never ow the leaſt 
Elance but dear A you. ſaid 
— were a gentleman and le with my fas 
ther, in his ſtudy:: they are ene no debt, 
apon the ſubject of this marriage; and it is 
not to be wondered at, that 1 al long ts 
know, if poſſible, what they * ſettled. 80 
my dear, good Agatha, © go out, and ſee if 
you can make the leaſt diſcovery. 3 4 F. 
my governeſs may tell you Teta“ 
but do not ſtay out long. | 
«s AGATHA. "Yew yes; I'll try what 15 dan 
learn; but, as you could Oy wiſtied, hers 75 
comes my governeſs herſelf, | 
Mrs. BELLAmY.'fentertug. 5 My dear Emi 
lia, what afflidtinginews I comeè to tell vou 
ExNILIA, What, good governeſs ? 
Mrs. BELLAMY. | Your | marriage is ** 
brad. 1 een en EOS 
BI 14. Oh, hecotackbivic ot. e _ | 
Mrs, BELA. They are all, at preſents 


a the ſtudy. Your mama is weeping bitterly, 
| even 
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even till ; and your intended, when I left che 
room, was in his Lordſhip's arm. 

EMILIA. Then, all is over, and fo inder 
taneouſly, even rg — _ 
mother !—But you tell me ſhe is we 

Mrs, BEL i Aux. Bitterly, inde 

EMIL IA. Come, Agatha, — and 
will try if I have courage RG Cay 
himſelf. Come, e 
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Lady Gxactovs. | 


YES, my dear, good Mrs. Bellamy, the 
. is as it ſhould be, ſince you let me know 
Emilia is reſigned.— Lord Boſton will return in 

{s than half an hour: all my relations are 
informed of che affair. The lawyer has been 


ſent tor, and the papers will be ſigned this 


very night, and then the e e on my part, 
is complete. 
Mrs. BELLAMNV. Ah, 1 . what a ſa- 


crifice ! But wherefore ſo much hate | 
Lady 
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Lady GRAclous. What ſhould I get by 
being dilatory ? Can I have a better know- 
ledge of the perſon I make choice of, for 
Emilia? For theſe five years, I have been ac- 

quainted with his character. | 

Mrs. BELLAMY. But is your Ladyſhip con- 
vinced, Emilia loves him? 8 
Lady GxAclovs. She has too much under · 
landing to. indulge romantic notions on the ar- 
ticle of marriage; ſhe eſteems him, which is 
more than if I were to uſe the expreſſive love, 
which is a paſſion, headſtong and imperious, in 
proportion as the lover, on the other hand, is 
weak. A ſympathy of underſtanding, and a 
true regard, are in reality the only ties, and 

theſe are in the heart of my Emilia. 

Mrs. BELL AMV. She will, doubtleſs, have 

our virtues, madam, at the 3 ſcafon : 
But, why take her from us? Pardon me the 
tears I cannot keep from ſhedding. And, why 
take her from us at a minute's notice, thus 


and to a place, ſo diſtant as America? Poor 56 


lady 1 ſhe expected ſome delay; and will be | 
much diſtreſſed at ſuch a diſappointment. ' |. 

Lady Gzaciovs, I, too, am diſtreſſed ; 
but notwithſtanding, have precipitated matters 
thus, becauſe I feared her want of refolution, 


| $0 that now, I have but one more wiſh to form, 


which is, that your affection for Emilia may 
be ſtrong enough to make you undertake the 
voyage with her. - 1 


Mre. 
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Mrs. BELLA V. Is there any thing I would 
not do for her advantage? but theſe fifteen 
Lade you know, I have been ſettled with your 

adyſhip, and my attachment= 

Lady Gracious. But what greater proofs 
of your attachment can you give me, than by 

doing as I wiſh you. I acknowledge, I ſh 
never find a proper perſon to ſucceed you with 
my other children; but, to them, I will in fu- 
ture, look myſelf entire 
| Mrs. BELLAMY., If the caſe be ſo, I am at 

your diſpoſal. Were it otherwiſe, I ſhould be 
for a long while, heſitating, I am ſure, between 
Four Ladyſhip and this dear child, who only 
eft your arms that ſhe might come, the mo- 
ment after, into mine. You are her mother ; 
but a governeſs, attached by duty and affection 
to her pupil, is a ſort of ſecond mother. Par- 
don me the expreſſion, my good lady; can it 
otherwiſe than ſuit me, when I have the affec- 

tion of a mother for her ? N Þ. 
Lady Gracious, Worthy woman! you 
deteſt ingratitude, and therefore I will ſay - 
know how much I owe you. By the zeal, 
with which you have afliſted my endeavours to 
bring up Emilia, and her ſiſters, you have me- 
rited the appellation of their mother. I am 
thoroughly. convinced how much the ſacrifice I 
look for at your hands, muſt- coſt you. To 
forſake my houſe, is to forſake your friends and 
family, You will, however, be with your 
Emilia, with your child, and every day inſtruct 
„ 6 M her 
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her with your on experienee. With hat 
joy, ſhall 1 conſider you are ſpeaking of me: 
Lou will write me, ſometimes ſuch particu- 
lars as have a reference to her; and each'poſk, 
beſides, will let me have a letter _ a, 
likewiſe. 15 

Mrs. BELLAMY.- Deareſt lady 1s 8 any 
thing. I would: refuſe to do, at your Tequeſt 
No. I will e N go: yes; Yes, you mx 


rel upon me. as 4:2 
ady Guido“ You Abbund. me, by ech 


| promiſe, the firſt conſolation I have had 2 * 
And this idea only, I am ſure, you would oo | 
ſider a ſufficient recompence: but dont I ſee 
my little Agatha, —At preſent, then, no more 
of this ro night, however, when the 
family are ſleeping, come into my chamber 
we will then talk farther of it. 
Mrs. BzLLamy. But, my Lady, are you 
ſure my Lord will ſoon leave: England. | 
Lady Gracious. Yes, indeed; from what 
my ſiſter has informed me, I have every reaſon 
to ſuppoſe my Lord's affairs require his pre- 
ſence in America; and in this apprehenſion, I 
will not let ſlip a moment without vin vou, 
as well as my Emilia, all the inſtructi ion en 
neceſſary. 
Mrs. BRLLAMv. I will leave you, han | 
little; for, at preſent, I am neither fit to ſpeaks 
or even ſhow myſelf, (goes out.) 
Lady Gxaciovs. It is, indeed, a. trying 
moment ( To * 80 in) Agatha, 
| | „ . & 


my little e come Ask Do you know 
1 muff find tault with your exceſſive r] ! 
AAA Bat _ Show wo * 1 love 
my Hſter. 8 2 7 5 
Lady Seen Do yau-s fancy, — 1 
love her jeſa than ou do? 1 . myſelf, 
however; as youſee; and even give her ſoch 
advice as pierces to my heart. Whence tones 
— J have the fortitude to do all this ?; Bo: 
cauſe:I am not perſonal i in my affeftions;. or, 
in ther words, I only wiſh the inte- 
reſt af; Emilia. roribecauts Ido not love her for 
my on ſake only. Think not I was born wirh 
ater edutage than the generallty of 
3. -but that /I have acquired The art of fov 
— — and would not hurt the a 
ears} i ANN ape ein; 
. Nt HA. hb mane) forpive ne! 1 
. diſcern my 1 Als, m will, as you ——_— 
amend: ãt. My affliction would increaſe your 
 forrow:: that conſideration only, - ſhall Induce 
me 3 it, for the future: 
ZACIOUS. Think, my child; you 
— r'to comfort me for — 
Emi 0 eee 
1 lia out o my Temen ce, K 
e eee ie Bs -n 
fo 


12 then, I ſind on virtdes id m 
drein, 1 hall not c ain | Alagt: +3f-. ha 
loved her for my 6wn fake only, I might 'foms 
time five have got her A rick huſband, wick 
e from her. * 


6M2 Acatia, 
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AcaArfA. How, mama? 9 
Lady Grxaciovs. Sir William Wealthy 
would have married her laſt Whitſuntide, and 
wrote me ſeveral letters, which to-morrow 1 
will let you ſee. 17 © 
AcATHA., Sir William Wealthy ! he that 
is ſcarce leſs than fifty ! Could he thin 
Lady GxAclous. I know what you would 
ſay; and twas this diſproportion in reſpect to 
age, that made me give him a denial. Had 1 
but approved his ſuit, Emilia never would have 
left me. I was ſure of her obedience, and had 
but one word to ſay: but, yet, I did not hefi- 
tate an inſtant. 'Tis a mother's duty to pro» 
cure her daughter ſuch a huſband as is ſuited to 


ber. T had long reflected on this ſacred obli · 


gation, frequently forgot b nts; and re- 
plied to all Sir — — ſo that he 
might ſee there was no hope. 1 
AGATHA. And does Emilia know all this ? 

Lady Grxacrous. No. I concealed it from 
Her, leſt the thought of living near me, after 
marriage, might induce her to accept Sir Wil- 
lam. Tis a ſecret, my good Agatha, I truſt 
to you, becauſe you may derive a uſeful leſſon 
from it, on the. way in which one ought to 
love. But when you entered, I prevented 
what you meant to ſay : What was it?? 
 AGATHA. - That. they want you in the 
_ ſtudy, as Lord Boſton, the Attorney, with my 
Aunt, and every one except my couſin, are 


J — 
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ere. But here comes both my ger, to 
repeat the meſſage. Bibs #151 
Lady Gx #erouvs: 0 Bus eng big abi 
— Hfer. 3. Aguthn has told me Rat you 
— ; bur'as Aurora is riot 6 x 
little time, be abſeut. G6 
405 — to your father, and ii 
ek „when your-coufin-is onde 5 
ape. Gozdear little-6n os ae Fates 
will Emilia. 2 3 25 Ned Se 
EMIIIA (after Aube an 22 47 
doiahun ab.], Oh, a mother, bat . o- 
mene! Holy Malt by Sree appear among chem in: dhe 
{I shall learn my y fats, wen there An 
— Icparatſon J an ech. hen dis des 
nabunesd. COLES 8 . 912 5 | 
''"'Eady « Gu AU. Recall your eulen; denk | 
Emilia. *Mine alone would not ſuffice! bear | 
us through the buſineſs.” T foreſee deed” A 
edy ſeparation muſt be looked for. 
| EMILIA. But Row Tpeedy ?* In ttt 
You give- no anſwer. In a week"pertiapy'® 
Oh, heaven! you know, - deaf motHer © keep/ it 
not "a ſecret from me: but at leaſt, let me be 
made uainted with my deſtiny by Fo. £5 
"Lady C 7RACIOUS,” I cannot ſatisfy you on 
char head, my child: however, I believe it 
nigh; and therefore, as the time is precious, 
let it not be ſpent in uſeleſs. lamentation, but 
made uſeful to you. My Emilia, you already 
know the duties of a Child; and therefore I 
Med pi -- 91 | have 


eee by a a EO Ie > 
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Have only now to tell you thoſe incumbent on a 
wife and mother, | N arſe ig 
EMILIA. What, alas, dear mother, can you 
ſay on ſuch a ſubject, that your own example 
has not fully ſerved to teach me? I ſhould make 
it the whole ſtudy of my life to gain the friend» 
ſhip. and eſteem of him that, tor the time to 
come, alas ! will be the arbiter of my good for - 
tune, as a wife; or the reverſe. For conſci- 
ence ſake, and to prevent him from abuſing his 
prerogative by any thing like cruel. or harſh 
treatment of me, I muſt let my conduct ſhow 
him, I am well appriſed of that prerogative be- 
longing to him. Should he be unjuſt, I am by 
moderation and indulgence to reclaim him : 
at no time, to expoſe but hide his feelings. If 
he loves me, I muſt give him all the falutary 7 
counſel prudence can ſuggeſt, and draw no man- 
ner of advantage from my influence over him 
but what may tend te the promotion of his in- 
tereſt, his happineſs, and reputation : finally, L 
am to know, that if I do not exerciſe ceconomy, 
and give attention to domeſtic matters, I ſhall 
do my duty but by halves.—And with reſpect 
to obligations laid upon me as a mother, the 
ſame model has inſtructed me, that when I am 
one, I mult live apparently for no one purpoſe, 
but to benefit my childreu ; put away all diſſi- 
pation, and even ſparingly take pleaſure, ſo that 
I may give up my whole time to their inſtruc- 
tion; paſs away the day in teaching them, and 
| | | 10me 
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ſome conſiderable portion of the night, in learn- 
ing ſomething ; ſacrifice, with chearfulneſs, my - 
time, my yon and even conſtitution, to their 
benefit. This, though it may not be their 
ight, is the ſublime example I have always had 
from you. (Falling on her knees.) And there- 
fore, deareſt mother, let the eldeſt of your chil 
dren, who, by. reaſon. of her age, ſhould have 
the greateſt knowledge of — 2 s, expreſs 
in their behalf her love and gratitude 
Lady Gz actovus.. My child! Could heaven, 
that nbd you from me, compenſate for ſuch a 
ſeparation better. than by whiſpering to m 
heart that every virtue I have done my utmo 
to implant within you, will now bloom in ac- 
tion. O ineſtimable recompence of all my 
cares! Go, leave me; and without reluctance. ; 
I am not uneaſy, on account of 3 
I ſhall weep ; but every tear will be delightful 
to me; for Emilia is my daughter, and in ſuch 
a treaſure, heaven provided amply for me. 
2 this time, we are wanted; for I ſee my 
iter. of ot = 
The AvunrT (coming in with Mrs. Bellamy.) 
I am come to fetch you. What in tears, when 
on the other hand I find it difficult, yes, diffi- 
cult, dear ſiſter, to reſtrain. my joy, Did you 
but knor—-Lord Boſton, —=How I dote upon 
him! — When you hear the ſettlement you will 
be pleaſed, I fancy. _ | 
ExtiLIA, But, dear aunt, at ſuch a * as 
| | this, 
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this, can way intereſt or advahtages dim nut 


our diſtreſs. 2 ene nl 

„ The Avxt. Oh, nie hold: Fee you 

tongue. I know what Jam ſaying.” 

dome “ : you are both ſtay d for. n 6 24 — 
Lady Gr aciovs. Come, Emilia. 
» "EMtL14a: Oh, my deareſt mother! male goo? 

The Aunt( Ae . they are going out.) Ond 

more word, and Lanna certainly" Wr | 


Tecret. Ts ö ö * * wal 65 8 
Mrs. Barber 7 remaining. Ji Out Saen 
ſome very merry: both my ludy an Emilia, | 


I could ſee, were hurt at her behbe sur, aud ſo 
too am I. By this time, they arefigning. / Who 
could: ever have imagined the whole houſe 
would thus be ſorrotwful at Miſs Emilia's mar- 
riage? I am fure, however, the muſt- have a 
ſpecial ſettlement. Her aunt even told me ſo; 
and tis on that account ſhe ſeems fo merry,— 

Out upon her! For a little money, "to be thus 


unnſeaſonably joyful!— Were my Lord to give 


her all his money, would that make her any 
compenſation for the grief of being ſundered 
from her parents ?—But 1 think I hear my 
Lady's voice again. Tis ſhe indeed. Heavens ! 
what can be the matter with her? She is lean- 
dagen _ ſiſter's arm, and ſeems: half dead. 
The Aux r (entering and ſupportiiig La 

Grecious, ) A chair! {tt feared, a 
feed, as much. Her - ſpirits could not bear 


the ſhock vecalioned oy this ſignage | ( 1 | 
LS, . 
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fs down, takes out her handkerchief, and hides 
ber face.) 


Mrs, BLI AAV. Is m Lady talen ill ? 
The Aux r. Tis nothing. It will ſoon go 


4 Mrs BELLAMY (afide.) How ſatisfied ſhe 
cems! 

The Aunr. Let me alone with her, good 
madam, In reality, there can be no occafion 
for ſuch trouble. cave me only to myſelf. 

„ BELLAMY (ad. while goihg out.) 
4 this is very odd! There muſt be ſome 
r in the affair! (Goes 
1 es 
The Auur {afide. ) What method ſhall I 
hit on, to prepare her for ſuch ha 
(.1/o:d.) Be calm, dear ſiſter. Really, your 
ſorrow is unreaſonable. 
Lady Gzaciovs. L allow, it may be called 
_exceſlive ; but, dear fiſter, * there over any 
better founded ? 


The Aunt. As for the b of it — 
but, * whatever that be, you ſhould notwitb- 
ſtanding moderate the exceſs thereof; for after 
| all, you muſt return into the ſtudy. 
Lady Gracious. You ſay right. I ſhould 

not have come out, but you would have it ſo. 

The Aunt, Tou were juſt fainting. | | 
Lady Gracious, What will my Emilia 
_ think of ſuch a weakneſs ? Come, ler us go in 


Again. Conduct me, fiſter. | 
OTE. The 


} 
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The AuxT. There is no occaſion. for Luck, 
haſte. 7 
Lady Gracious. But 1 radu come, | 
and find me in this plight ?.: 3A 6 
The AunT. No, no; there: is no fear of 
that. My Lord will keep ber where ſhe j is; an 
tis agreed that the attorney, in your abſence, 
ſhall continue. reading, ſo that When you” go 
again in to the ſtudy, you may * the papers 1 
Yes, upon my honour. d 21% 
Lady GxaAciovs. But vou did võt telf me 
this before I left the room? 7 tt vo gh,” 
The AvnT. You mean you. Gid net bes- 
me: and why ſo? becauſe you were nat im 
your perfect ſenſes; neither\was Emilia any 
more than you, in hers. Sit poyrry for you 
have yet a look that fr ightens me. . 
Lady Gzacrtous, Intruth; l have agother 
than confuſed —_ 05 what ' palſed while 1 
in the ſtudy. 53482 | 1 K 
The Avr. 1 believe you. ; Ar che mo- 
nent you went out, you fainted; and ern! 
at leaſt threr minutes in the fir. 
Lady GRAcIOoUs. And does Emilia know it 
The Aus r. No; ; for this: was in ö 
chamber. £7 in) 35s 283 
Lady Anse ene Ler map now: vga] baok. . 
The AunT. Not y FATE 
Lady Gracious e. ting up) Vt 
| Emilia is not taker ill, Tus e eien, 
The Auxr. Look at ms ſally 7 and. 
4 | it 


/ 
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if you diſcover any. diſmal matter in my coun- 
tenance. 
2 Graclovs urpriped. ) What, filter ? 2 


The Auw i- 1 laugh, I ey: and am beſide 


f. 
| Hach G Gracrous ( with great emotion.) What 
Gonificr all this? | 
The Aux Tr. 1 know a little matter chat 
would pleaſe you; bu. 
Lady GRAClous Can you conceal it, in 
m ent ſituation ? 
| he Aunt. Tis indeed a trifle ; 3 b 
Firſt then, Lord Boſton ſettles every thing he 
hes wy Emilia; and>—and—and. I cannot 
Lady Giacrous:. Nan he have poſtponed 
the time of his de rture? | 
The Auxr. Tes, he may have done fo, and 
Sas done ſo too. | 
Lady Gracious, Dear fiſter 1 And how 
to will he ſtay with us ? 8 
he Aunt. Bleſs ine, ſiſter i be compoſed 
a little firſt, and Iwill tell you. Half a year, 
perhaps: or very likely a whole twelvemonth. 
Lady Gracious, Speak. Fear nothing g 
I am perfectly compoſed, an you map tip 
fit to hear you. 
The Aux r. kit to hear me when * 
tremble thus all over? | 


Lady Gzaciovs.: Speaks f for piry' eng, 


4 
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The Aunt. Hear me then patiently. My 
Lord, this very evening, being, as he ſaid, en- 
chanted at the thought of owing ſo much hap- 
pineſs, as he ſhould ſoon experience, to my me- 
tation, truſted me with this ſame ſecret, He 
had meant himſelf, as he informed me likewiſe, 
to ſurpriſe you with it; but the ſtate of mind 
in which you were at his appearance in the 
houſe, convinced him ſome degree of preparae 
tion was expedient for that purpoſe: fo I took 
that office on me. And at preſent, Mrs. Bel- 
lamy is taking juſt the ſame precaution with my 
niece. CCC 
Lady Gractovs. Ah, ſiſter | finiſh this 
diſtreſsful buſineſs, and ſay every thing you 
have to tell me, Your delay may otherwiſe 
work up my hopes to greater expectations than 
my Lord intended. | - N 
The Aux T. Oh! I have no fear of that. 
Lady Gracious. Heavens! if inſtead of 
one, he were to ſtay two years, or three? 
The Avr. Perkajs ths may fo. 7. 
Lady Gractovs. Is it pollible — Where 
is Emilia Let me find he: 
The Aunt. Mrs. Bellamy, I ſay, is talking 
— | . 
Lady Gnaciovs, Well? - I 4s 
The Aunt. Well, ſiſter, I can keep the af- 
fair concealed no longer. Vou are all at once 


to find yourſelf the happieſt mother living. 


Lady Gzxacious. What!—but dont I ſee 
Emilia coming. BY 
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The Aux r. Yes, tis ſhe, and I will let her 
have — pleaſure of communicating every thing 
erſelf. . 2 n , 
EuILIA (running in precipitately.) Oh, my. 
car, dear mother! ee, 
Lady Gracious, My dear child! 
EMILIA. I am to ſtay with you. 55 
Lady Gracious, To ſtay with me l- HO] 
ung? one year? or two)? 
EMILIA, For ever, or as long as we both 
. | | 
Lady Grxaciovs. As long as we both live! 
Se falls into the chair. Emilia holds her up.) 
The Aunt. Help! help! - She cannot 
nd the bleſſed tidings! ſhe finks down! — 
end, bend her forward, niece. 5. : 
EMILIA. Conceive my happineſs, dear mo- 
er,—You alone can form a judgment of it. 
Lady GRAciovs. You will ſtay with me, 
long as we both live? What proof ſhall I re- 
ire of this? Are you not miſinformed, Emi- 
2A falſe hope would be my death, 
The AunTt. Lord Boſton meant to try the 
ength of that eſteem you have poſſeſſed at all 
nes for him; and how far your love would go 
favour of Emilia. He defred you ſhould 
joy the boaſt, and glory of a voluntary ſa- 
Ince, In parting with her, that himſelf mighe . 
erward enjoy the happineſs and | honour of 
toring her,—His property is all in England. 
will never ſee America again. 
„„ Lady 
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Lady GxAcrous. Oh, heavens Can th 
be real? ¶ To Emilia And your father? 
EulL IA. When I left the _ be was 
Lord Boſton's arms, 
Lady Gracious, Let me not tay a m 
ment. The moſt generous of men deſerves n 
thanks ; and he ſhall have them.-—Siſter, con 
you with me, 3nd Emaja likew er. 


